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Above all, we must avoid the pitfalls of tr ibalism. I f we are divided among ourselves on tr ibal lines, we 
open our  doors to foreign intervention and its potentially harmful consequences. 

 - Haile Selassie 1st 

Charging the Powerhouse 
Sister Ijahnya Christian 
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“A country belongs to both leaders and people. The mutual co-operation between them is testimony to this fact. 
Unless the people help Us, Our attempt to help them will be fruitless. Why did We become a leader? Is it not for 
the benefit and welfare of the people?” 

“ It is the responsibility of the governor as well as the elders to create harmony among the people in encouraging 
them to discuss their common problems and work towards the betterment of their standard of living.”   

“The promotion and maintenance of a higher standard of living for Our people, and the encouragement of in-
creased social harmony among them, continue to be among Our foremost aims. These objectives can be 
achieved, however, only by making maximum use of all human and natural resources of Our Empire.”  

“The development of a country cannot be undertaken by the Government alone. It needs the participation, coop-
eration, sacrifice and farsightedness of every individual. Since industrial peace is a pre-requisite for economic 
development, it is paramount that both employers and workers collaborate with each other and work together to-
wards a common goal.”  

“The economic advancement of a nation demands not only the accumulation of capital, but sufficiently trained 
manpower as well. Efforts are now being made to eradicate ignorance from Our Country, and it is imperative 
that unions cooperate by giving this objective priority in their activities.  
 
Education is a vital key in Our development. Education will enable the worker to understand his rights and obli-
gations. It will also help him to increase his productivity and to improve his standard of living. Without the 
trained manpower that education produces it is inevitable that development plans will not be realized.”  

"Today man sees all his hopes and aspirations crumbling before him. He is perplexed and knows not whither he 
is drifting. But he must realize that the Bible is his refuge and the rallying point for all humanity. In it man will 
find the solution to his present difficulties and guidance for this future action, and unless he accepts with clear 
conscience the Bible and its great message, he cannot hope for salvation. For my part I glory in the Bible." 

His Imper ial Majesty Haile Selassie 1st 
With Dr . Er ic Williams Pr ime Minister  of  

Tr inidad and Tobago and Sir  Solomon Hochoy 
Governor  of Tr inidad and Tobago Apr il 1966. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO RASTAFARI UNITED NEWSPAPER 
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Assegedech Assefa who has 
the distinction of being Ethio-
pia's first female pilot. 

Speaking to My Sistren Par t 5: by Micaela Walker  /EmpressGong© 

Rastafar i IS 
Rastafari is Life. As simple as that sounds many peo-
ple do not understand the Rastafari Faith. Rastafari 
deal with Life. That is to say we deal with the Iverliv-
ing Spirit. The ONE Spirit of Creation which lives on 
Eternally in the different vessels of ONE Mind and 
ONE Body. In essence, the connection between these 
3 elements is what we call Jah.  
 
The culmination of Mind, Body and Spirit is literally 
3-dimensional (Mind-mental, Body-physical, Spirit-
spiritual), 360 degrees: CREATION, LIFE. The men-
tal, spiritual and physical concepts of Jah are so Pow-
erful! So many different words and sounds can ex-
press this power I feel when I think of JAH. I am 
humble in what I have chosen to express as my over-
standing. 
 
The Highest Power of Mind, Body and Spirit exists 
in the form of what we call ‘Energy,’  since it is not 
seen in Its purest form by the naked eye of Man and 
Wombman. This Highest Power (commonly called 
‘Jah the Creator’ , but which I will call the Divine) is 
therefore of an Atomic level and if you recall your 
physics and chemistry matter is never destroyed just 
changes its form.  
 
The Divine vibrates at different frequencies and is 
thus perceived as different entities in Creation: light, 
sound, force (energy felt not seen) and form. As the 
Divine builds Creation this Energy is expressed on 
the spiritual and physical planes: felt, heard, seen 
(perceived) as Mind, Body and Spirit. As everything 
is of Atomic substance we are Truthful when we say 
“ the ONE Mind, Body and Spirit of Creation”  and 
“Everything is Jah!”   

In the spiritual and physical planes I call Creation the 
Circle Of Life. It goes on and on. When you look at a 
circle you cannot see the point of origin adjoining the 
point of completion. You see infinite continuity. Life/
Creation being represented as a circle therefore shows 
us that the Spirit, Mind and Body are continuous flows 
of Energy. Life manifests in different and complex 
shapes and forms but the Energy remains the same for 
all Eternity. 
Man, Wombman, sheep, flower, ant, bull are all differ-
ent expressions of the ONE because we as Creation 
come from the same Origin. And being different ex-
pressions we therefore have different roles and pur-
poses on the spiritual and physical planes. And God 
said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
and let them have dominion over the fish of sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth (Genesis 1:26). But our common origin, 
our atomic commonality is Living proof that we are all 
Images of Jah. Jah Live and We Live. Everything is 
Everything! InI for Ivermore.  
 
So when people say “Rasta God dead and gone”  WE 
KNOW that is impossible. The Christly Spirit of Jah 
means the Eternal Divine Expressions in Man and 
Wombman; and is sometimes called God-Jah to refer to 
the Human vessel or physical perception of Jah. As 
Rastafari InI feel the Christly Spirit of Jah as it Mani-
fested in the Body of Yeshua in that time and space.  
 
And in this time and space InI feel the SAME Christly 
Spirit in His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie I. 
I see the Feminine aspect of Jah and the fulfillment of 
the Holy Trinity of Man, Wombman and Child through 
HIM’s union with Her Imperial Majesty Empress  
Menen I. InI see in 3-dimension and 360 degrees! 
ONENESS! InI step forth in the Spiritual Light of 
Truth, Trust and Love with sound Body and Mind as I 
call upon Rastafari! 
People question and they doubt. It is an act of fear and 
shame when you feel, and hear the call of Rastafari; but 
find excuses, ways and means to ridicule what is in fact 
TRUTH.  
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Speaking to My Sistren Par t 5:  
by Micaela Walker /EmpressGong�  

Where there is doubt there is no room for Jah Works to be 
fulfilled and that is the purpose of Man and Wombman: to 
do Jah Will! Where there is doubt there is no room for 
Love of Self, because our Identity (Knowledge of Self) is 
expressed through s expressed through Creation, by the Di-
vine.  
 
We are of God, he that knoweth God hear Us; he that is not 
of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, 
and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another: for 
love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love. No man hath seen God at any time [I think of 
this as the Atomic Nature]. If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us, because he 
hath given us of his Spirit. There is no fear in love; but per-
fect love casteth out fear: Because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, be-
cause he first loved us! (I John 4). 
 
Many are called but few answer: humans have the ability to 
choose to Act On and In the Spirit or not. I think of it as 
breaking the links between the Mind, Body and Spirit by 
ignoring the signs you feel, see or hear. I think of it as not 
overstanding your Atomic Nature, and lacking that Knowl-
edge of Self. However, Jah loves all His/Her Divine Crea-
tion unconditionally whether or not we as humans take the 
time to know and give Ises to Jah for Life! The Lord is 
faithful, who shall establish you, and keep you from evil. 
And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and 
into the patient waiting of Christ (II Thessalonians 3:3 &5).  
 
I KNOW that the decision of Man and Wombman to dwell 
in the vanity of flesh i.e physical plane does not mean the 
Spirit will die. Death is really a human misconception/term 
for the Liberation of the Spirit from the flesh/physical 
plane. Because many do not believe in the way the Spirit 
Expresses and Recreates Itself as the Christ RasTafarI does 
not change the fact that the Iverliving Spirit IS. And I say 
loud and clear as I speak to my Sistren that RASTAFARI 
IS! 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO RASTAFARI UNITED NEWSPAPER 

 " I f you the men of Ashanti will not go forward, then 
we will. I  shall call upon my fellow women. We will 
fight the white men. We will fight until the last of us 
falls in the battlefield."  - - Yaa Asaantewa, queen of 
Ghana  

Charging the Powerhouse 
Sister Ijahnya Christian 

The Most High JAH, His Imperial Majesty, Power 
of the Trinity, Conquering Lion, Earth’s Rightful 
Ruler and Light of the I-niverse, are some of the 
many titles that signal the omnipotence of Haile 
Selassie I.  These titles are also defining values 
and qualities for the RasTafari Nation in this age 
when heightened discrimination and rampant vio-
lations characterize the so-called war against ter-
rorism and accompanying spread of demoncracy.  
From a historical perspective, the African Ameri-
can female Secretary of State starring in the drama 
of a crooked cop nation turned self-appointed po-
lice of the world cannot be cause for celebration.  
Her role in history is more of a blemish in the re-
cord of a people whose women invented farming 
and “presided over the beginnings of writing”  in 
an age when the Divinity of woman was no secret.  
(Dr. Charles F. Finch, III in Wayne Chandler’s 
Ancient Future, Black Classis Press, 1999).   
 
Charging the Powerhouse therefore involves not 
merely a critical analysis of the Sister Condo-
leeza’s among us, but nothing short of the replace-
ment of the Mother in the Ila Trinity.  Every 
Rastafari Sister Daughter Princess Queen Em-
press, must also empower herself and her people 
by going “…into the blaze of the flame of the 
sun…” making from its splendor a shield for her-
self and finding within it, the confidence to save 
herself, her nation and every other nation round 
about.  (Makeda, Queen of Sheba 10th Century BC 
from the manuscript of Ishak’s version of the Ke-
bra Negast in the British Museum translated by 
Sir E. A. Wallis Budge in “The Queen of Sheba) 
 
Continuing in the Ethiopian tradition is Empress 
Taitu securing victory at the Battle of Adowa in 
1896 and making March 2-3, a holy day in the 
Rastafari calendar. During the battle Empress 
Taitu held responsibility for the water brigade for 
Emperor Menelik’s 100,000 troops.  She also led 
6,000 male and female warriors on foot and on 
horseback and we are told that, ‘…fighting like 
madmen, the Ethiopian forces came on in wave 
after wave of ites, green and gold flags, glittering 
helmets and shields decorated with lions’  
manes.  CONTINUED ON PG 9 
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Many a Rastaman say, “ I man doh deal wid politics.”  
Even the mention of the word breeds contention. And 
based on our experiences, it smells of corruption. To be 
“anti-political”  is part of the everyday life of I-n-I. Yet 
everyday we face the same challenges of employment 
discrimination, housing inequalities and lack of basic 
medical attention. In short, we face the same woes on a 
physical level as the rest of the poor, under-developed 
and oppressed people from Africa to the Caribbean. For 
the Rastafari Nation to not be politically involved with 
its day to day survival and existence is an act of denial 
of its basic human necessities. 
 
Every act of rebellion on the plantation was an act of 
political resistance. It matters not that it happened over 
400 years ago. It was nonetheless an act of economic 
resistance for freedom and for better living conditions. 
Today’s modern “plantations”  are no less guilty of us-
ing the same types of political tactics to maintain the 
status quo. The survival needs of “plantation”  workers 
have grown alongside the growth of technology. How-
ever, living conditions in some areas have remained vir-
tually the same based on the percentage of industrial 
and technological development. 
 
If we are to argue the point that European slavery and 
indentured servitude is used as an economic tool, then 
we must come to the conclusion that we are engaged in 
the political act of demanding better living and working 
conditions while we remain on the “plantation.”  One 
need simply consider that asking for a raise is a direct 
response to the lack of one’s economic stability. Thus, 
to argue that Rastas should not be engaged in “politics”  
would be to deny I-n-I the most basic of rights: the right 
to a better quality of living. 
 
In its growth as a spiritual movement, the Rastafari Na-
tion has also developed the need for a better and more 
centralized politically aware, active movement. Because 
I-n-I hold to the fact and divinity of His Imperial Maj-
esty—who was undeniably one of the world’s greatest 
politicians—we tend to dwell on a more spiritual path 
toward achieving economic freedom and equality. if we 
continue to restrict ourselves to the short-term hustle for 
economic survival (while we wait on our desired Repa-
ration and Repatriation plans to develop,) we most cer-
tainly will also remain in the state of continued planta-
tion dependence.  
 

We should, therefore, take the time while we wait to 
engage in more stable programs of economic develop-
ment that will become necessary upon Repatriation. 
This would be in keeping with the political and eco-
nomic development of Africa as described by His Im-
perial Majesty Haile Selassie in His speeches. 
 
"Today, we also accept as an undenied and undeni-
able part of modern Ethiopian life the principle that a 
man's ultimate worth is determined by his ability and 
his achievements. Let us, from the greatest to the 
least, take pride in the performance of the tasks and 
duties assigned to us, whether or not we believe them 
worthy of our talents, whether we labor silent and 
alone, or in the crowd and illuminated by the glaring 
light of public opinion. The reward for the job well 
done is not in the recognition of others, nor in public 
praise. Neither is it to be measured solely by the 
monetary return earned by the workman. It comes, 
rather, in the inner satisfaction that accompanies the 
knowledge that the work accomplished represents the 
best of which we are capable.”  
-Haile Selassie, Throne Speech 1965. 
 
It is necessary that we become engaged with political 
development as we are developing spiritually. 
 
"You here today will, We are confident, serve the na-
tion to the best of your abilities in bringing to the 
Ethiopian people the fullest possible measure of pros-
perity and individual freedom and personal dignity. 
You must not fail, for to do so would be to fail in the 
trust which We and the Ethiopian people have re-
posed in you.  You have an important role to fulfill in 
the task of national development which has been Our 
life's work and which is now the hope and the task of 
every forward looking Ethiopian. May Almighty God 
bless you in your labor. 
-Haile Selassie, Throne Speech, 1965. 

RASTA AND POLITICS By Ras Ravin-I 
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RASTA AND POLITICS By Ras Ravin-I 

Today, it has become vitally important for the Rasta-
fari nation to rethink its positions on global develop-
ment. Rastafari needs to be more politically and le-
gally aware of the enslaver’s global political strategy. 
We also have to realize that our history has been rele-
gated to antiquity and has become “prehistory.”  It is 
vital that we “relearn ancient wisdom.”   
 
To begin to consider such a mass exodus as Repatria-
tion without proper justice would be a move to relo-
cate oneself to the very same conditions as the one be-
ing left. Merely asking for transportation and a census 
to gather information on personal assets does not be-
gin to satisfy the 500 years of plantation brutality, loss 
of identity and the myriad other assets stolen from Af-
rica. 
 
The educational “brain drain”  taking place in Africa is 
a result of years of exploitation, and traitors who have 
given up their African independence to grovel at the 
feet of their European masters. Colonization is the 
strategy used by the Europeans to keep the labor of 
Africans and other non-white peoples at their disposal. 
The political education that non-white people receive 
is all geared toward European domination and sur-
vival.  
 
How can we deny the direct political ramifications that 
the Europeans have imposed on us? They have set the 
tone for the global political playing field by ensuring 
that they own and control the world’s wealth, and this 
can only be insured by their continued stranglehold on 
the world’s non-white population.  
 
The Rastafari Nation needs to put “our house”  in order 
to combat the growing and detrimental threat to our 
very existence. Failure to do so would result in pro-
longed non-productive “conferences”  and 
“discussions”  that would in the end keep the European 
global political and economic plan in place. Even as 
we discuss and confer about Repatriation and Repara-
tions, they are also planning on how not to “pay back” 
the trillions of dollars accrued over the course of the 
past 500 years. History has recorded this unpaid Euro-
pean debt, so it would seem obvious that they would 
design and implement their global economic plan as 
we have seen with the G8 conferences and their AID 
packages that are geared toward “reinvestment”  in Af-
rica. How can we deny the fact that when we are hun-
gry, that this is not a political ploy that would keep us 
just short of global starvation? 

If we look at the giant food conglomerates and the 
chemical mega companies who dominate the world’s 
food market with genetically modified and chemically 
induced food production, their plan is to reduce the 
production of naturally grown food and replace it with 
mass produced chemically processed food. These are 
the same people who all have vested interests in drug 
producing companies, companies that have already 
conducted tests on the chemical “ fallout”  from these 
modified foods. They expect all of the “common”  dis-
eases to come on stream in a given time period and let 
it run rampant for a time and then “produce”  drugs to 
combat these new diseases that pop up everyday. All 
these are political actions, planned and executed ac-
cording to a specified timetable. 
 
With all of the economic and political control of our 
lives out of our hands, one would think that we would 
see the devastation and want to do something about it. 
The conclusion would be to regain control of our own 
lives. As Bob Marley stated, “Every man have a right 
to decide his own destiny.”  The Rastafari nation has as 
its priority the option to get involved with its political 
and economic development or face continued tribalism 
and chaos. 
 
The continued demand for better living conditions 
while we are still on the plantation will be just that: a 
demand. If we don’ t address the situation from a politi-
cal and economic stand point, we will remain in a state 
of animated poverty.  
 
We are not addressing individual people; we are ad-
dressing the needs of a nation. As we build our spiritual 
base, so too must we build our economic and political 
bases. 
 
This ar ticle will be continued in the March issue of 
the Freedom Fighter 
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SEX AND GUNS = BLACK CULTURE by Dr. Lance Seunar ine 

The year was 2004. The setting was the Harlem Book 
Fair. Harlem had come alive on this glorious day. A sea 
of tents with myriad colors had transformed 135th street 
into a carnival. We pitched our tents, tables and waited 
anxiously to display our works. Major booksellers were 
on hand providing discounts, luring attendees to their 
booths. Some were there to pimp off the knowledge 
trade. I knew, since I was located near such booksellers 
who did a brisk trade plying their works of sex and 
whoredom. 
 
Since then, I have observed that in several major book-
stores and book fairs, the area designated for Black au-
thors has increased in size and we are no longer rele-
gated within proximity of the rest rooms. We have 
gained center stage as the proliferation of Black writers 
have entered the arena of sleaze and their writings have 
focused on the half naked, voluptuous Black flesh. 
Sometimes posters may have the God gifted woman 
strapped to an AK 47 showing her scantily clad body. 
 
Sex and guns = Black Culture. Black erotica is in full 
swing and this is also perpetuated by the bredrens on 
the streets who ply these books as they make a living 
through the sale of ghetto lit. Book stores send their em-
ployees to scout these street vendors. White America 
has always invaded our domain and stole our ideas, de-
signs and culture so this is nothing new. Gone are the 
books that can enrich one mind about the glory of our 
past. If not, these books are relegated to the far corners 
of the table especially now as Chocolate Flava or Legit 
Baller take center stage. And mark you! this scenario is 
not limited to the United States. 
 
In July 2005, I was a part of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Rastafari United contingent (TTRU) that traveled to 
Trinidad. After fulfilling my obligation, I allowed my-
self to observe the recent development that is taking 
place in the country. I visited one of the modern shop-
ping malls. Lo and Behold, after a sistren learned that I, 
too, was an author, she proudly announced that her 
bookstore had under contract, for a whirlwind tour, one 
of the players of this corbeau culture. She continued He 
is from the US, yuh know, as if he were God. 
 
As it stands, it might appear that our bredrens have be-
gun to read at last. What is questionable is why would 
they indulge in the pornography of our Black women, 
or read of Black men who are on the down low. Others 
may pursue a different take of this scenario and offer an 
analysis that since Massa Charlie was accustomed to 
raiding our houses, then, most certainly,  

we can continue to advertise that our queens are still 
available, but for a price. We must stand up and send a 
message that these brothers and some sisters are not 
sincere to the positive upliftment of our culture. 
 
The perpetuation of Black erotica is now pursued by 
white writers. In Fall semester 2005, I had the opportu-
nity to teach at Green Correctional Facility, Coxsackie, 
NY. A teacher, trying to be hip, designed a fictitious 
letter to Halley Barry, depicting her as a big bosomed, 
chocolate colored, sexy mama plying her trade. This 
was audacious! What was ever more insulting is that he 
signed the letter, Malcolm 3X. He was immediately 
escorted out of the prison and his contract revoked. 
 
I realized that the publishing industry is a lucrative en-
terprise. However, for an independent Black writer/
publisher this career is tenuous at best and borders on 
poverty. This desire is only propelled by the love for 
the art. I  hope you will agree that we have an obliga-
tion to sensitize our  idren to the damage they com-
mit upon themselves and our  children when they 
degrade/depr ive our  people. I  urge you to boycott 
these scandalous works and turn to works of uplift-
ment. 
 
Finally, I have included a short list of books which I 
believe will enlighten you: 
 
Lincoln, Eric (1996) Surviving Race and Place in America. 
N.C.: Duke University Press 
Chevannes, Barry (1994) Rastafari Roots and Ideology. N.
Y.: Syracuse University Press 
Seunarine, Lance (1999) Ethiopian Women of Power. N.Y.: 
Trican books. ( See also www.tricanbooks.com for other 
works by this author). 
Martin, Tony, (1976) Race First. Mass: The Majority Press 
Important Utterances of H.I.M. Emperor Haile Selassie I 
1963 -1972. N.Y.: One Drop Books. 
Ngugi Wa Thiogo (1986) Decolonising the mind. London: 
Heineman Press. 
Moore, Dennis Racial Ideology in Trinidad. Ontario: NY-
CAN International. 
Sankara, Thomas, (1988) Thomas Sankara Speaks. N.Y.: 
Pathfinder Press. 
Spencer Strachan, Louise (1992) Confronting the Color Cri-
sis in the Agfrican Diaspora. N.Y.: AfriKan World Info sys-
tems. 
 
As you can see, we have a long way still to go even 
though we have gone to the mountain top or did we? I 
strongly disagree and invite the readers to share their 
opinion. 
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Charging the Powerhouse 
Sister Ijahnya Christian 

“At one point, discouraged by the loss of men, Mene-
lik wanted to order a retreat but his wife talked him 
out of it”  and persuaded him to send in his imperial 
guard for a final, decisive assault which carried the 
day.’  From a European perspective, “The surviving 
Italians were routed and utterly disgraced, conquered 
not just by savages but savages taking their orders 
from a woman…” (Holland, Barbara – They Went 
Whistling: Women Wayfarers, Warriors, Runaways 
and Renegades, Pantheon Books, New York, 2001 and 
Hellolife.org) 
 
Any remaining notion of inequality within Rastafari 
livity is banished by Leonard Percival Howell in The 
Promise Key published by under the pseudonym Gan-
gunguru Maragh around 1935.  Howell was the first 
person to declare the Divinity of Haile Selassie I in 
Jamaica and by his proclamation of truth, "Queen 
Omega, the Ethiopian Woman, is the crown woman 
of this world.  She hands us the rulebook from the 
poles of supreme author ity.  She is the Canon Mis-
tress of Creation.  King Alpha and Queen Omega are 
the Paymasters of the world.  Queen Omega being the 
balming mistress of many worlds, she charges the 
powerhouse r ight now" (emphasis mine).  Men and 
people may tremble at the thought of a woman titled 
Queen of Kings but that too is a fact of Black His-
tory – Ethiopian History, the History that until the leg-
endary union of the Queen of Sheba and King Solo-
mon, was the history (herstory) of an empire ruled by 
a long line of Queens.   
 
In charging the powerhouse right now, Rastafari Sis-
tren can draw on the knowledge resources of ourstory 
and develop creative, empowering approaches to cor-
recting inequalities that have stepped out of Babylon 
right alongside I and I and I.  The Rastafari Nation 
cannot afford a battle of the sexes and does not need 
one if it recognizes the Power of Authority conferred 
upon I and I and I by His Imperial Majesty.  This is 
the significance of HIM breaking with centuries of 
Ethiopian tradition to crown His I-loved Empress on 
the same day as HIMself.  The tradition was for her to 
be crowned on the third day after HIS coronation and 
in the palace, not in the church.  

CONTINUED FROM PG 5 The example set by Empress Menen is captured in the 
I-Majesty’s remarks made on her transition.  “Her as-
sistance for the good of the young, the old and the 
needy requires no testimony for they are greater than 
thoughts and words.”   (H.I.M. Haile Selassie I, 1962)    
Her loyalty and nationalism were sorely tested during 
the invasion of Ethiopia by Mussolini in 1935 and this 
Empress actually gave up her crown in contribution to 
the war effort, never leaving the side of the Emperor.  
Such is the sacrifice that may be required so no one 
should ever seek to diminish the Imperially Majestic 
African Mama tradition of the Rastafari Woman for 
there is no speech or language where her voice must 
not be heard.  The Empress of Zion Collective is there-
fore to be commended for the annual I-lebration of the 
Earthlight of Empress Menen, which this year will be 
held from March 23-26, at Spelman College in Atlanta. 
 
Haile Selassie I’s brief and enlightening address to the 
Women’s Seminar in 1960, lists a number of qualities 
to be employed by the  Rastafari Woman for the ad-
vancement of the Nation. His Majesty tells us that We 
“must be able to command for titude, patience, tolerance 
and diligence…” to surmount the challenges that will 
confront us.  He says that without our “…relentless 
vigilance no aspect of our responsibilities can be at-
tained.  Woman’s role has never been so demanding, 
and you can be proud to answer this call for the better-
ment and future of mankind.”   (The Third Testament, 
Headstart Printing & Publishing Co., 1997). 
 
Finally, in full agreemant with comments made re-
cently by the actor Morgan Freeman, I live for the day 
when Black African History is not relegated to a 28 or 
29-day campaign but is fully integrated into the formal 
school curriculum.   Africans in the Caribbean Region 
(and the rest of the people too), must become as famil-
iar with ourstory as they are with all the old pirates who 
continue to rape and rob I and in no sense at all must 
the story continue to be history.  Until that day, we will 
be careless Ethiopians if we fail to establish and sup-
port our own home study programmes, (Nubian) 
schools, study centers, Saturday or Sunday classes, util-
izing the knowledge of Africa’s gifts to world civiliza-
tions to trample the dragon of mental slavery and forge 
the advancement of the RasTafari Nation. 

(Ijahnya Christian is a RasTafari Worker who lives on the island of Anguilla where she is establishing the Athlyi 
Rogers Study Centre for Triple Crown Culture Yard, a member organization of the Caribbean Rastafari Organi-
sation (CRO).  Together with Ras David Sebastian, she is co-authoring a CRO publication on Rastafari for use by stu-
dents taking examinations with the CXC). 
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Ras Jahaziel The Revelator  

Continued from January: 
 
 To put it in a nut-shell, as long as one is sheltered in 
the house that slaves built, one is benefiting from 
slave labor. The only way to escape this truth is to 
minimize the contribution of slave labor or to erase 
and distort history completely. This is the main rea-
son why European history books describe ROBBERS 
as discoverers, and the victimized people as 
"savages", "cannibals" and "heathens." Such histori-
ography is in the same vein as a CRIMINAL trying 
to cover up his tracks. If such covering up of tracks 
had not been done so successfully there would be no 
reason to have to argue the case for BLACK REPA-
RATIONS today. 
 
Whether they know it or not, the anti-reparations ac-
tivists are really arguing that CRIME DOES AND 
SHOULD INDEED PAY. One only has to keep the 
case outside of the courthouse long enough till every-
one agrees that the date of the crime is too far away. 
 

* ********************  
CHAPTER TWO: 
 
 REPAIRING MINDS 
 
THE PRIMARY TASK OF REPARATIONS 
 
Now that the time has finally come when the issue of 
BLACK REPARATIONS can no longer be shunned, 
it is also time to look at the role of MIS EDUCA-
TION to see how its widespread presence could make 
Reparations payments nothing more than a windfall 
bonus with very little long term effect. 
It cannot be denied that MIS-EDUCATION is one of 
the main legacies of slavery and colonialism. Out of 
the crucible of racial terrorism and mis-education, a 
certain mind-set was programmed in the newly 
cloned creature called "THE NEGRO." This mind-set 
was designed to benefit those that had enough money 
to buy Black people and snuff out their identity in 
THE SLAVE BREAKING PROCESS. 

It is this slavery-inherited mind-set, scientifically 
known as ACUTE NEGRO PSYCHOSIS, that pres-
ently chains the vast majority of "ex-slaves" to the wor-
ship of A WHITE GOD-HEAD, and it is very rare to 
find an "ex-slave" who 
has miraculously emerged from its influence. The wor-
ship of the white god-head has become so normal on 
the plantation that even those who do not hold on to 
church and religion are still faithful to the white god-
head through their cherishing of the same value system, 
the same standard of beauty, the same philosophy, and 
the same ideology as the white slave owner. It would 
not be overly inaccurate to say that roughly 99 percent 
of all Black people today worship the white god-head, 
and this is a direct result of having been BROKEN IN, 
subdued, and DOMESTICATED by white slave own-
ers. Even in the blackest strongholds where everybody 
in government is black and all the lawyers and judges 
are black, the god-head that is worshiped is still 
WHITE. If you know a peoples' standard of beauty, 
their standard of values, their choice of philosophy, and 
their choice of ideology, you can know what god they 
are praising and worshiping. The Black man and black 
woman only have to examine themselves on the basis 
of this criteria and they will know what color god they 
are truly worshiping. 
 
The Slave Owner's mind-set has always been focused 
on keeping his slaves in their place of subservience un-
der his control, so naturally when slaves share their 
owner's mentality they actually collaborate in their own 
oppression, and by their choices, show a mis-educated 
preference for their state of TOTAL DEPENDENCY. 
 
When the light of Black selfhood and ROYALTY is 
snatched from one generation, the next generation is 
left with mentors who are bereft of the light. Three and 
four generations later, there comes a generation who 
have neither mother, father or grandparent to whom 
they may look for light. Total darkness is the outcome.  
 
 That is the kind of darkness where even the Teacher 
and the Preacher have completely lost touch with their 
own sacred origins that house  the wellspring of their 
true soul, and like self-rewinding tape recorders, all that 
they can repeat is that which was given to them in the 
white man's house. 
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Ras Jahaziel The Revelator  

The darkness can become so thick that the people find 
themselves chained in all sorts of emotional confusion, 
spiritual confusion and even sexual confusion. 
Men become confused and are not comfortable with 
being men, and women start to hate being women. In 
the UN-SURENESS of such spiritual confusion 
and gender confusion, the very sacred act of sex itself 
becomes a Demon in search of satisfaction beyond its 
natural boundaries, and there are few to whom the con-
fused may look for guidance on what is right and what 
is wrong, what is natural and what is unnatural. When a 
people reach a state where there is no longer any clear 
voice on what is right and what is wrong, when no one 
is sure of what is natural and what is unnatural, it can 
be said that people is wallowing in the piss of their 
slave master. 
 
Black humanity has been degraded to such great depths 
by its long sojourn under the degenerate rule of Greco-
Roman and Sodom and Gomorrah culture that when the 
judgment FIRE comes down on Rome there will be 
very few Black people that will not be burned. Under 
the steady and relentless influence of the decadence and 
depravity that emanates from the soul of U-rocentrick 
civilization, the spiritually orphaned generations have 
become spellbound in the grips of immorality. Such is 
the way of the continuing process of DEHUMANIZA-
TION, and the shackles of immorality and decadence 
soon assume such a hold that The Slave Master no 
longer needs iron chains to bind his slaves. Every day 
their spiritual confusion will cause them to fashion 
more chains for themselves. This is the pit, the deep 
spiritual abyss from whence the souls of Black folks 
must now be dug if the glory of Black civilization is to 
shine again.  
 
If the ultimate goal of the struggle for Reparations is 
only to put some more money in the pockets of Black 
folks so that they can survive more comfortably in the 
white man's house, the struggle would be meaningless 
to future generations.  

Without a Pan-African vision that has as its goal the 
establishment of BLACK NATIONHOOD with a re-
stored concept of BLACK ROYALTY AND DIVIN-
ITY, the root of the problems that now face Black 
civilization cannot be rooted out. The truth must be 
faced that the problems are not only economic, politi-
cal and cultural, but they are also spiritual in the sense 
of having been subjected to unnaturalness for so long 
that naturalness becomes an unwelcome stranger. 
 
 TRAPPED, domesticated and tethered for centuries to 
the stake of unnaturalness, the caged and domesticated 
creature is apt to lose its spiritual equilibrium and for-
get what is clean from what is unclean, what is right 
from what is wrong, and what is high from what is 
low. This is the condition of the "ex-slaves" in this 
time, sorely in need of something more than a political 
movement, something that involves the reshaping of 
character in the similitude of ROYALTY. As long as 
such spiritual confusion exists, the God of confusion 
will continue to reign in his cloak of red white and 
blue. There is just no way of escaping it, you cannot 
praise the same god as the slaver and expect to be de-
livered from the slaver. If there is no spiritual revolu-
tion, Africans can easily find themselves building a 
United States of Africa that is no different from the 
United States of America. The only difference would 
be oppressors in black faces. 
 
TRAPPED in the mixed-up meditations of acute Ne-
gro psychosis , and TRAINED as they are to give their 
strength to their owners, Negroes would still not 
emerge from their present position of total dependency 
if REPARATIONS were awarded on an individual ba-
sis. A few may use the money wisely, but the vast ma-
jority will give it back to their owners, and this will 
always be the case while the SLAVE-MENTALITY 
still exists.  
 
To be continued in March- 
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His Imper ial Majesty Haile Selassie speaks on leadership 

 "We all know that the need for good leadership in every walk of life is much greater today than ever before. 
Every aspect of living demands guiding hands, business, the professions, fine arts, the mechanical arts. And all of 
you young people who have been given the opportunity of an advanced education will in the future be called upon 
to shoulder, in varying degrees, the responsibilities to leading and serving the nation. 
"It is important however to remember that leadership does not mean domination. The world is always well sup-
plied with people who wish to rule and dominate others. The true leader is of a different sort. He seeks effective 
activity which has a truly beneficent purpose. He inspires others to follow in his wake, and holding aloft the torch 
of wisdom leads the way for society to realize its genuinely great aspirations. 
"You have learnt from your study of history that the story of nations is often told in terms of the accomplishment 
of individuals. In every significant event in history you will find a courageous and determined leader, an inspiring 
goal or objective, and an adversary who sought to spoil his efforts. 
"In any normal society everyone has some opportunity to show himself as a leader, Even the mechanic or clerk 
who has an assistant assigned to him, not to speak of the doctor with all his helpers the officer who commands his 
troops, is a leader. Within his own sphere each has the same opportunity for showing ability and the same poten-
tial satisfactions as has the leader of a Government. The leader is marked out by his individual craftsmanship, his 
sensibility and insight, his initiative and energy.  
 
 "Leaders are people who raise the standards by which they judge themselves, and by which they are willing to be 
judged. The goal chosen, the objective selected, the requirements imposed are not merely for their followers 
alone. They develop with consummate energy and devotion their own skill and knowledge in order to reach the 
standards they themselves have set. This wholehearted acceptance of the demands imposed by ever-higher stan-
dards is the basis of all human progress. A love of high quality we must remember is essential in a leader. 
"Dependability is another requirement in a leader. To be dependable is to be willing to accept the responsibility 
and to carry it out faithfully. A leader will always be willing to take counsel from his people. But will have to of-
ten act on what his own mind tells him is right. This demands that the leader has trained himself out of any inordi-
nate fear of making mistakes. 
 
 "To embark successfully in a career involving leadership demands a courageous and determined spirit. Once a 
person has decided upon his life's work and is assured that in doing the work for which he is best endowed and 
equipped he is filling a vital need, what he then needs is faith and integrity, coupled with a courageous spirit so 
that no longer preferring himself to the fulfillment of his task he may address himself to the problems he must 
solve in order to be effective. "One mark of the great leader is that he feels sufficiently secure to devote his 
thought and attention to the well being of his subordinates and the perfection of his task, rather than being con-
stantly worried about the approval of disapproval of others. 
"He who would be a leader must pay the price in self-discipline and moral restraint. This entails the correction 
and improvement of personal character, the checking of passions and desires, and an exemplary control of one's 
bodily needs and drives.”  
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TTRU CULTURE SHOP 
 

GUAPO RD, FYZABAD 
TRINIDAD, WEST INDIES 

 
OPPOSITE THE NP GAS STATION 

 
1-868– 731-9352 

 
BOOKS— INCENSE— OILS— T-SHIRTS — MUSIC  

 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY  
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Wha De People sayin 

Greeting in the name of HIM,  
 
I was amazed by the development of the brothers and sisters in TnT. Rastafari is no joke. It's for real. 
Respect goes out to all the idrens that have sustained the movement over the years.  
Things and times have changed. I remembered back in the 70's Rastas were brutalized by police. Now 
there is a Rasta that is in charge of the police, Junior Minister in the Ministry of National Security Mr. 
Hinds. I remember when the only way you could hear conscious reggae on radio was to listen to Radio 
Free Grenada. Now Trinidad is producing conscious reggae singers like Marlon Asher and Prophet 
Benjamin.  
 
I was intrigued by the movement as early as age 12 or 13 years. In fact, from that age I was listening to 
Burning Spear when most kids were listening to Michael Jackson. I got into a lot of trouble for that and 
lost a few friends. Back then, the thought of being African was negative. Now there is Emancipation 
day and everyone wants to be African, if only for a day. I must admit, if it were not for those early years 
of association with the Rastafari Movement I would not have been the man I am today. The conscious-
ness of the movement have shaped my life in a positive manner. The message of love, respect, unity, 
progressive thinking, social consciousness and upliftment were all motivating factors that have guided 
my life. Thus, I am able to stand in Babylon strong, proud and black.  
 
I am proud of the work that TTRU is doing to help build the community. We need schools, skill learn-
ing centers and agricultural investments etc. I am and will always be inspired by conscious Rastaman.  
Therefore, I would be willing to assist in anyway I can.  
 
I am based in Toronto, Canada. I was born in Trinidad but have live in Canada for the past 25 years. I 
learnt about the TTRU through an article in the Trinidad Express online version about two months ago. 
I was amazed by the progress made by the brothers and sisters in Fyzabad that I had to email and give 
my respect. Congratulations! for a job well done.  
 
I want to help. I believe in education. Education fosters independence, self respect and self reliance. I 
think the skills learning centre, library and agriculture projects are great ideals. I could help with donat-
ing books and software in those fields. Take the guns out of the youth hands and give them bibles and 
books instead. Words for thought. What do you think?  
Thank you for replying to my email, it was appreciated, 
 
Love and respect,  
Leno Deboulet 

Letter from a Tr inidadian Idren Residing in Canada 

 
YOUR BUSINESS AD COULD BE HERE !!!!! 

PLEASE E-MAIL FOR DETAILS. 
FYZORASTA@YAHOO.COM 
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The legendary Hubert Fountleroy Julian in front of his unforgettable air-
plane called "Abyssinia". Colonel Julian who was born in Trinidad and 
Tobago was a very colorful man who impressed Ethiopians with his fly-
ing skills and charisma. His parachute jumping in Jan Meda in June 4, 
1930 was perhaps the first in the country  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

AUTHOR OF THE PHRASE “BLACK POWER” 
Kwame Ture was born of working class parents in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
on November 15, 1941.  When he was seven years old, he migrated to 
New York City with his parents, and four sisters..  Ture was a brilliant 
student who excelled at the prestigious Bronx High School of Science, 
from which he graduated in 1960.  

FATHER OF PAN-AFRICANISM 
Henry Sylvester Williams, one of five children, was born in Trinidad on 19th 
February, 1869. His father was a wheelwright who had originally come from 
Barbados. A talented student he qualified as a school teacher in 1886. He took 
a keen interest in politics and in January 1890 helped establish the Trinidad  
Elementary Teachers Union. 

 
'Brother Valentino— Revolutionary Calypsonian 
 

“ Trinidad is nice, Trinidad is a paradise 
But I'll hear some people talking about 

Revolution Day 
Changes on the way”  

Barbara Makeda Blake Hannah is a Jamaican journalist, broadcaster and filmmaker. She 
is the author of two books, Rastafari — The New Creation (Jamaica Media Productions 
Limited, 1997), an illustrated thesis on the beliefs and practices of the Rastafari religion; 
and Joseph — A Rasta Fable (Jamaica Media Productions Limited, 1996), a novel set in 
the 1970’s about a reggae superstar. Macmillan will reissue Joseph in the fall of 2004. A 
former independent senator in the Jamaican Parliament from 1984 to 1987, Ms. Hannah 
has been a Rastafarian for 30 years, and is today considered an Elder Empress 


