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RASTAFARI SPEAKS

"Today marks"International Literacy Day" whichisbeing
observed for the fifth time through the aegis of the United
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). We have explained in the past its aims and ob-
jectives.

"We take this opportune time to stress anew the importance
of education and to urge those engaged in the field to strive
harder still and those who have to learn to redouble their ef-
forts.

"Education is the key to success for every citizen, who is ex-
pected to serve his country with the dictates of the time. this
service will be more fruitful if itis

"Educational programmes follow the dictates of the times. Aca-
demic education is not enough, it should be augmented by other
practical learning taking into consideration the needs of every-
day life. This additional learning can be acquired through books
and magazines or it can be incorporated into educational curric-
ula

"The vocational-oriented training programmes launched in
Chilao, Arussi Governorate, and in Wollano, Sidamo gover-
norate, have given encouraging results. Plans are underway to
launch similar programmes in other governorates which should
be prepared to emulate them.

"This adult literacy Programme being carried out by the Na-
tional Literacy Campaign Organization with the help of indi-
viduals, private and government agencies deserves the support
of all. It isthrough such a Programme that the fight against ig-

norance can be intensified and the conse-

backed by education.

"We can cite as an example here therole
of science and technology in agriculture,
for through better seeds and fertilizers
harvests have been greatly improved and
increased.

"As We have always noted in the past
education is the key to the success and
development of Our people and We urge
all to strive for higher education. On its
part, Our government has never ceased
from encouraging or contributing its
share. "Mankind, beit in past, present of
future, has always been judged not by
color, or creed, but by the wealth of its
knowledge. It isonly through learning
and knowledge that one can give valu-
able service of benefit to a country, and it
iswith thisin mind that We have always
urged and encouraged the young and the

guences stemming from ignorance such as
injustice and humiliation could be stamped
out , thereby ensuring national development,
the welfare of individuals as well as peace and
prosperity among nations. "As We have said
in the past, the fight against ignorance calls
for global efforts. Ethiopia, which is aware of
the problems, will fully participate in these
world-wide efforts, and that is why this coun-
try is showing commendabl e results from year
to year in the fight against illiteracy.

"For this effort to show still better results, it is
imperative that those who have had the privi-
lege of formal education teach their less fortu-
nate brothers and sisters. this must be done
now lest one fall behind the times and regret
the consequences later. "Thisis the age of
competition, irrespective of the fields of ac-
tivities, and calls for dedication, Everyone,
regardless of his age, should striveto learn. It

adult to learn. In this connection the adult

education Programme, launched through
the co-operation of government and private agencies, has
achieved much since its inceptions, taking into consideration
the time required to introduce and publicize the Programme.
"We are aware that more than amillion persons have learned to read
and write, throwing off the bonds of illiteracy. thisisindeed a great
blessing and an example for others to follow by not wasting their
sparetimeidly. "At this juncture We would like to recall what
We said afew years ago, namely, "never despair of learning
lest knowledge bypass you." True education is not only bene-
ficial to individuals but also to one® country. True education
goes hand in hand with one® culture and heritage and
strengthens one®belief in God Almighty. "The young and the
adult will not be a burden to their country, if they strive for
education and that iswhy all should eagerly seek learning.

would be inconceivable for a person to appre-
ciate the meaning of life and living itself without education. It
would even be impossible for a person to utilize his God-given
gifts. "We thank all those who have taken part in the National
Literacy Campaign programmes as well as those who have
benefited from these programmes, and We commend the for-
mer, for what they did was in accord with their national obliga-
tion. "We would also like to thank on this day UNESCO, the
various private and governmental agencies, individuals and as-
sociation for their efforts and financial contributionsin the fight
against illiteracy. Our appreciations also go to the Shah of Iran
and the Government of the Soviet Union for providing moral
and financial support to the world-wide campaign against illit-
eracy providing international prizes annually through UNESCO
to outstanding national literacy efforts.

H.I.M Haile Selassie 1<t...
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Decritics dem say, it have some ah dem people, as soon as dey
stop combing dey hair an dey havetwol lil curly locks...dey
start to prophesy.... And quoting bible....

look lemme hush meh mouth,
meh mouth does put meh in worries.......... pur e bacchanal and
COMMESS....

I.S WOt KE....

5 DE GPITMS
l’fl" SEN.. 2

Now de critics saying...de Rasta people an dem cyar unite,
causeit haveto much leader, an ah next ting dey sayingis.....
de Rastaman dem only running dong dem ooman in tight
pants, an de Rastaooman dem getting jealous, man, dem critics
aint easy....look yuh see me....

Ay, Ah next ting ah hear decriticssayingis..... Rasta start in
@Q; -, g Ethiopia an it never start in Jamaica, an now de white people

I dem want to repatriate.....ah tell yuh, dem critics does have
oo

meh going crazy sometimes...

Ah does have tuh stay quiet an listen, cause if ah say anything
dey go bust meh head,

Yuh done know how de grapevineis....dey say...de
white people dem growing dreadlocks, ...me, | only
listening.... Dey say some ah dem have African
name, an dey only wearing African clothes, some ah
dem even telling we how tuh beblack , an if we ques-
tionit.... dem say “rever seracism”

Dem criticsaint easy, wen | was sighting up Rastafari asah
young man back in deislands, | n| learn bout Majesty | and
de second coming of Christ asH.l.M Haile Selassie 1st , now
dey telling meh dat Heisnot Christ in de second advent, dem
criticstrying tuh confuse meh, now, it have all kinda Rasta,
now dey have meh wondering if is me wey confuse or isdem
wey confuse, suddenly it have all kinda prophetsand priests,
every manjack isah prophet, dat iswhy we cyar unite, wat |
think isdat Babylon hasfinally wormed it’sway into dislivity
and establish ah false church right in our midst, right under
we nose... an dey agents spreading propaganda !!!

Look lemme hush meh mouth before one ah yuh
bust meh head.

Now dem critics saying all over deinternet, running
up dey mouth, dey tell meh dat the Barbados Pan—
African Commission fire de black man and put ah
white man in he place, an de man done say he not
white, dey make de man give out he whole family
history to prove he not white.....pure bacchanal
dat...

Dey does have meh wondering, yuh hear,.... Ah doh
know why dey does come and bring dey storiesto
me, listen to what ah hear somebody say...oh how,
Amerikkka gone tuh war in Irag, lookin fuh ting
wey not even dey, dey say, Amerikkka making ex-
cuse.

Next ting ah hear de people saying is, Amerikkka
gone over dey for “dem” ail, but, ah doh know, |
confuse bout dat one,

decriticsan dem sey, dey want tuh know....how de
hell “American” oil get under “Iraqi” sand?.... ,now
dat issomereal bacchanal....look ..lemme hush meh
mouth.

TTRU Base Camp, Trinidad.— Photo by Ras Ravin-I
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“ READY FOR REVOLUTION”

“Weknow that one of the greatest crimes an individual can commit isthat

of being ungrateful. |1 have made many errors, but of onething | am certain,
my ability to continue serving in the African and World Revolution is greatly
attributed to a number of contributionsthat | have received from the masses of
African and other Oppressed Peoples worldwide’.

Kwame Ture— Stokely Car michael— , wasborn in
the Port of Spain, Trinidad, In 1952.

Heisthe author of the slogan and movement, “ Black
Power.”

The movement was more radical than Martin Lu-
ther King’s nonviolent stance. It promoted racial
pride, black unity, self-defense, and political and
economic power. He served as prime minister of
the Black Panther Party. He was a prominent fig-
ure in the civil rights move- =

ment and a man whose shift-
ing politics took him from
advocating nonviolence to
urging armed revolt and
eventually to calling for pan-
African unity.

“In 1967, Presidents Ahmed
Seku Ture and Kwame
Nkrumah, through the
intercession of Shirley Gra-
ham DuBois, invited me to
attend the 8th Congress of
the Democratic Party of Guinea (RDA). They in-
vited me to live, work, study and struggle here in
Guinea, an invitation which | readily accepted,
despite tremendous criticism from almost every
quarter. Thirty years later, | still live in Guinea,
working, studying and struggling for the African
Revolution. And | will continue to do so until

the last second, of the last minute, of the last
hour, of the last day. And it is my wish to sleep
here in Guinea, eternally”.

"Kwame Ture made us realize we were no longer
just Negroes, we were African. We now know that
even if we were born American, we are all
African”. Beverly Sylla, an American teacher
married to a Guinean, said privately that Ture of-
ten called to cheer her up after her son died of
brain cancer early last year.

"He wasn®just about politics. He was caring,

"Kwame is a struggler. He struggled all his life, he
struggled until the last second of the last minute of the
last hour of the last day," Bob Brown, a longtime friend
of Ture, told 400 cheering people at a memorial service
held earlier Sunday at Conakry®@ Gamal Abdel Nasser
University. Speakers, some of them aging radicals in
graying dreadlocks, lauded Ture beneath a banner that
read: "The CIA gave me cancer. Kwame Ture." Conrad
Worrill, chairman of the U.S.-based Black United Front,
recalled his early efforts at fostering pride in African
heritage.

“In 1967, U.S. imperialism was
seriously planning to assassinate
me. It still is, this time by an FBI
induced cancer, the latest in the
white man's arsenal of chemical
and biological warfare, as | am
more determined to destroy it today
than in 1967”. Kwame Ture

The slogan “ BLACK POWER” was
troubling to many in the civil rights
movement, including the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. He called the phrase "an unfortu-
nate choice of words." Some whites who had sup-
ported the goals of integration viewed it as a call for
racism in reverse.

Toure tried to explain the term in the book "Black
Power," published in 1967 with Charles V. Hamilton,
"It is a call for black people in this country to begin to
define their own goals, to lead their own organiza-
tions . .. to resist the racist institutions and values of
this society."

"The black man should no longer be thinking of trans-
forming American society," he told Jonathan Power, a
who interviewed him in Guinea. "We should be con-
cerned with Mother Africa. "America is an octopus
with tentacles all over the world,"

Kwame Ture died of prostate cancer on November 15,
1998. YOU WILL BE MISSED.....
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Mauby and Rock: Mis Education of We People. Part | ~ by Bro. Lance Seunarine

Today, | want to speak on Mauby and Rock. For those who
don’'t know what Mauby is, it isadrink that is both bitter and
sweet and Rock is the cake that requires you to drink water to
make sure it is digested. The water helpsit to stick to the lining
and as we say in Trinidad, to make meh belly full. What fol-
lowsisabrief history of the working masses in the Caribbean.
It isalso away of correcting the miseducation that we have
received and what we thought to be as education.

Let me set the parametersimmediately. | have a problem when
people define who | am, and then try to keep me within that
definition. However, we must first operate on the premise that
we must clean out our minds and throw away the cacci in the
latrine. In other words, we must know who we arefirst if we
areto bring about change. That is why the message of Michael
Manley the Late Prime Minister of Jamaicais so important to
all of us of African descent. Manley said that we must come to
terms with the African within usif we are to be free and | must
add, if we seek not to be adave. It iswhat Ras Ravin- | means
when he said that it has taken him 30 yearsto get rid of 8 years
of colonial education. It is what Marcus Garvey meant when he
wrote that we should be proud of our selves as he described
Race First, and it is what Kwame Ture (Brother Stokely) meant
with these two words --Black Power. For those who seek a
quick review of Marcus Garvey, please consult Brother Tony
Martin’sbook My Hero Mgority Press: Mass., 1983, p.31—
32 for Garvey’s Ten Commandments. And, read further in
Chapter 5, what he meant by Garveyism. The three pillars of
Garveyism are: Race First, Self Reliance and Nationhood.

Let uslook at Emperor Haile Selassie | Utterances and my
idrens you will quickly observe that HIM Haile Selassie | says
that we must do for self i.e., build schools and have the school
sustained by the community. In other words, it must be anin-
tegral part of the community. Raffique Shah let us know in“ A
generation to change Education” (11/1/03) when he quoted
some educated zombies as saying that we have to lose a gen-
eration to bring about change in education. These so called
educated dunces with all dem degrees from UWI would come
together and have tea only to arrive at a solution for this educa-
tion melee that “we must lose a generation.” They said that we
must "review and customize” the education. Not to changeits
structure! Y et, they speak of itsfailure. In other words, con-
tinue the structure and maintain the same system, the same
misguided form of education that has kept usin this quagmire.
When we have teachers thinking like this, we must be re-
minded of what Brother Maurice Bishop meant about teachers
needed to be cleansed of this colonial mentality and become
truly a product of change. We can perceived from this gather-
ing, that the master plan was to maintain this mass confusion
which leads to stupidity, and the wasting away of our human
resources. It was Maurice who said the worst legacy of coloni-
alismisits educational system that was left behind.

Let uslook at the example in Guine Conarkry during the
presidency of Sekou Ture.
And how he addressed thisissue. Y ou must know that when
Guine Conakry gained its independence from France, the lat-
ter took out every thing --down to the telephones and the toi-
let seats. Thisis no joke! They were shocked that an African
wanted Bwana Massa out, and therefore, they immediately
designed a plan to destroy him. The British did the same thing
in Ghana but they were alittle more diplomatic. In 1952, they
set up President Kwame Nhrumah for failure five (5) years
before Ghana received its independence on March 6, 1957. In
Guinea, in spite of this setback, the schools went on to be self
reliant and self-sufficient by providing surplus for the school
and feeding the community. Their philosophy was not based
on selfishness. There was adirect link to the community if it
wanted to survive and prosper. Another example of selfless-
ness is when Emperor Haile Selassie | gave his palace to start
auniversity and then set aside 119 places for Africansin the
Diaspora. My cousin Sanjee was the first Trinidadian to study
at HSI University. Our history books have made us feel that
now that we are independent, anything written by us, for us,
must be accurate. Well, | have news for you. For example, let
uslook at Bustamante. Prime Minister Bustamante is ana-
tional Hero of Jamaica. | want to make sure that today we un-
derstand it was a Black man named St. William Grant who
made Bustamante to be the man who he was. It was Grant
who recognized his limitation and knew that at that time, peo-
ple of color had no chance of becoming a leader of their coun-
try. Bustamante was a moneylender and | dare say that he was
in cahoots with his cousin Norman Manley to position himself
to be amaster player against the British. If he was not, then,
how come they singled out Grant and beat him mercilessly
and only cart off Bustamante to jail. In any case, Grant was
rewarded by renaming Victoria Park after him, and he died as
a Watchman, while Bustamante enjoyed the success of a
Blackman’s sweat. Now for the Fromme Revolution of 1938
in Jamaical There are times when we too rush in and we get
all painted up. You see, we are under the impression that be-
cause the BITU was in the forefront of the Fromme revolution
in 1938, we tend to become captivated and eventually we
have the illusion that BITU was the first union to get araise
for Blacks in Jamaica. Well, my bredren, lets put the facts
straight. This credit belongs to Marcus Garvey and the Ja-
maica Crafts and Workers Union and AG Coombs who was
itsfirst president. And before Garvey, we had Dr. Robert
Love. The fact was that the laborers were working for a penny
aday loading the banana boats and no more than six cents per
day while the artisans and crafts people were making a bun-
dle. Bustamante did not get more than a penny or thrup pence
while the Artisans gained more cash from their bargaining
unit. Another thing | want to set straight is that we celebrate in
Jamaica, Labor Day on the 23 of May. Well, it should really
be on May 3.
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Mauby and Rock: Mis Education of We People. Part | ~ by Bro. Lance Seunarine

Since, According to the Jamaica Standard and the Gleaner,
Black Monday was 3 May 1938 when 10 people died and one
of them happened to a pregnant woman. Now, this commess
had aforerunner when it all started in Trinidad in 1937 by
Uriah Buzz Buitler, a Grenadian who had cometo Trinidad to
live and work in the Oil Fields and who raised the conscious-
ness of the African. The strike began in Fyzabad and soon
spread down to Point Fortin. This strike would have repercus-
sions around the so-called British Empire. At the same time, it
was little St. Luciain the same year that wrote to FDR, the
president of the US, telling him that Selassie | and Ethiopia
must be freed from the Italian Invasion. Asfor the role of the
woman in Jamaica's struggle, it was not Lady Bustamante (like
our empresses and queens can’'t be alady), but sister Aggie
Bernard who was feeding the strikers all by her self and later
on, Gladys Bustamante joined her in this undertaking. Take a
sip of your Mauby and bite off a piece of your rock. Though it
isbitter, it is sweet. Let me move now to Trinidad. The history
books have written off our history of the 1970s. There were a
few of uswho dared the government to bring about change not
by changing the personnel, but by dismantling the economic
structure and taking on awar on health, education, and poverty.
Thirty-four years ago, some of us stood up and showed that the
problem was not racism but economic disorder and we shook
its foundation. A handful would lead an armed struggle and
some paid the ultimate price with their lives. One such was
Beverly Jones, a seventeen year pregnant woman whose body
was riddled to death, but her death helped to wake up we Trinis
to understand the injustices caused by the inequalities of the
economic system. In 1953, here in America its conscience
would be shocked with the gruesome murder of Emmett Till a
15 year old stuttering youth who was taught to whistle to bring
out the word. In the segregated South, his bloated body was
recovered and would be seen around the world as a shameful
reminder to America’s Apartheid system. In 1962, in Choctaw,
Alabama, now known as the killing in Choctaw, this young
bredren refused to address this white man as“No sir”” or “yes
Sir” and as such thislead to the murder of hisfather. The white
man felt offended so he took the life of a Black man - the food
provider of thisfamily. The defense argued to the al white jury
that this case was Manslaughter, and that the youth was respon-
sible for the death of hisfather. He was given five yearsin jall
but he never served on day in prison. It was what AJ Myers
recordsin his book Long Hammering “ Me shot a Black
crow.” Yes, Black people were referred to back then as animals
and today they are still considered the same. An example of
such heinous crime is the dismemberment of the bredren James
Byrd in 1998 at Jasper, Texas. However, this would not stop
the youths. America in the sixties would wake up when it
YOUTHStook the civil rights struggle to another height and
dared to register 80,00 Blacks in Mississippi.
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Today, we hear about Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks but
never hear about the valiant students and youths who gave
their lives for freedomin America.  To whet its conscience,
America has paid back Black America by creating programs
such as EOP and HEOP. These programs provided the access
for Blacks to attend college. America however, refuses to
change the fundamental structure of its educational system to
alow all to attend college, if they deserve and are qualified to
do so. Unless, we in America change our minds, the structure
will remain asit is so that we will always have 50% of our
black malesliming at the street corner. Let me take you back
to Trinidad. In Trinidad, thisisthe same. Out of apop of 1.3
million, 442,000 live in poverty, 16.8% of the youths are un-
employed (168,000) while the national averageis 10%. Yet,
thisis with the government spending 27 billion dollars on
education. Raffique Shah saysthat “ Oil + gas- Food = stupid-
ity.” (11/7/03) Heis correct. He makes picong when he asked
us how could we think that Mac Donald, growing hot peppers
and giving our children chicken and chips instead of healthy
foods, are preparing us for healthier lives. No wonder we are
suffering from Diabetes and Prostate Cancer! We import all
we food now, since we are rich from oil and gas and stupidity.
Instead of growing sugar, we closed down the Caroni sugar
refinery and import all of our sugar. We have all those babol
schemes. A glaring example is the bacchanal in Tobago with
the housing Minister Dr. Rowley; we should aggressively pur-
sue the end of corruption and grease hands that exists. Yes, it
istrue that we arerich in 0il and Gas and for the latter we get
$7 per 1,000 cubic feet but here nah, Qil isover 55% per barrel
and we are only getting 32$. Something is stinking here!

Thisisan excerpt from Professor Lance Seunarine’'s Reason-
ing given at the W.M.R.C.C/ TTRU Sponsored Fundraiser @
The Montague Grange, Montague, Ma. October 30th 2004.

Conversation will be continued in the March issue of
The Freedom Fighter.
Printed with Permission from the author.

Idrens constructing TTRU base camp Dec 27th. 2000

Photo by Ras Ravin-l 2001
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TRIBUTE TO THE FATHER OF PAN-AFRICANISM
Story Was Put Together From Different I nternet Sources

Henry Sylvester Williams.
FATHER OF PAN-AFRICANISM

The people of Trinidad and Tobago should be
proud of the role they have played in this move-
ment. Its originator was a little known Trinida-
dian, H.S. Williams.

Henry Sylvester Williams was born in Trinidad on
the 19" of February 1869, in the little town of
Arouca about 9-10 miles East of Port — of —
Spain, he was the eldest of 5 children. His par-
ents were from Barbados. At the age of 17, he
gualified as a teacher and at the age of 18 was
put in charge of a school. He was educated at the
Arouca Government School and then went to the
Normal School in Woodbrook as a trainee. He
taught at various primary schools after
he had completed his training as a
teacher, he was a very ambitious and
restless man and in 1891 he traveled to
the USA, spent two years and then
went to Canada, here he studied at
Dalhousie University, , but he did not
graduate. He went to London in 1896,
where he entered Kings College, his
object was to read law. In 1897 he en-
rolled as a student of Gray’s Inn. In
1898 Williams married a white English
woman — Agnes Powell, (daughter of a
Royal Marines officer who opposed the
match). with whom he had a son,
Henry Francis, against considerable
hostility from her family.

While he was still a student in 1897, he organized
the African Association, It's aims and objectives
were to encourage friendship and brotherhood
between Africans everywhere and to support and
promote the interests of all Africans within the
British Empire. Williams organized the first
"Negro Conference" in 1900, he timed it to coin-
cide with an International Exhibition in Paris.
Delegates from the British Empire, the U.S.A. and
from non-British Africa were invited. Williams
described the planning meeting as a "Pan-
African Conference", which was the first use of
the phrase.

“The first occasion upon which black men would
assemble in England to speak for themselves”

The sessions were held in Westminster Town Hall on
the 23rd, 24th, and 25th July 1900. There were 37 dele-
gates and 10 other participants and observers. The
conference was chaired by Bishop Alexander Walters
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in the USA.
W.E. Du Bois attended. The vice chairmen were repre-
sentatives of independent African states: Frederick
Johnson, former Attorney-General of Liberia, and the
Haitian Benito Sylvain, aide-de-camp to Emperor Haile
Selassie 1st. Many issues were discussed, among
them the importance of preserving the identity of Af-
rica, attacking colonialism, the need for the colonial
powers to recognize the rights of indigenous peoples.
There should be no human power to halt Africa’s
social and political development.

The meeting marked the origin of the Pan African
movement.

4] The African Association renamed the Pan
=] African Association. In 1901 he launched a
newspaper journal called “The Pan Afri-
can”. Which was designed to spread infor-
mation concerning Africa and her children
tl in the British Empire€and to be the mouth-
] piece of the millions of Africans and their
descendants© He was the first black man
to practice as a barrister, and worked ex-
tensively in South Africa, defending black
people in the courts. He was elected to
S8l public office on the Marylebone borough
| council in 1906. He was denounced by the

r— British Crown Consul in 1908 after going to

Liberia. . Williams lectured extensively on
Trinidad and consistently denounced crown colony
rule as a heartless system. He became the first person
of African descent to speak in the House of Commons.
He visited Trinidad in 1901 to organize local branches
of the Association. Where news of his work had pre-
ceded him and when he arrived in June 1901, he was
very well received. Williams told the people that they
should join the movement for constitutional
change, , and that they should form a branch of the
Pan African Association to create a united front to win
better conditions. He went all over Trinidad addressing
meetings. The response was such that a central execu-
tive of the Association was set up in Port of Spain and
branches were formed in San Fernando, Chaguanas,
Arouca and even very small settlements like
Manzanilla and Sangre Grande.

Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8

Emmanuel Lazare was elected Vice President for
Trinidad, and Mrs. Philip John, Secretary of the Cen-
tral Branch. He encouraged women to take an active
part in the movement. Many women were co-opted
onto the various committees, Williams told his audi-
ences that they should place more emphasis on the
education of girls.

The Trinidad Pan African Association was short
lived. It was weakened with personal rivalries by
1902.

Williams returned to London to resume his studies.
In 1902 the London Pan African association went
dead, perhaps because of the small size and the
poverty of the West Indian and African community in
London at the time.

After he completed his studies as a barrister, he re-
turned to Trinidad in 1908 and set up legal practice.
He became connected with the Trinidad Working-
mens’ Association and spoke at many of their meet-
ings, he did not attempt to revive the local branches
of the Pan African Association. He died in 1911 at
the age of 42. Henry Sylvester Williams’ great contri-
bution was to originate the Pan African movement.
His contribution is not known to most Trinidadians.

Page 11
GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

Beverly Jones

Guy Harewood

Who isto blamefor the death of Beverly Joneskilled dur-
ing combined Army and Police operationsin the Northern
range? Sister Joneswas a NUFF freedom fighter and a
pregnant teenager who wasriddled with bulletswhile ly-
ing wounded on the ground. She was engaged in the
Trinidad freedom struggle during the 1970's. Sister Bev-
erly along with many of the country’s youths waged
armed political warfare against the colonial established
Government. Sister, you are gone but not forgotten.

Brother Guy Harewood was shot and killed by Policein
what the media called “an exchange of fire’. Hewasa
NUFF freedom fighter also engaged in the 1970’ suprising
in Trinidad

February 2005

Listed below are some of the names of the freedom
fightersduring the 1970’speriod. To date, noin-
quests have been held into the deaths of these
young men and woman. It isa part of Trinidad his-
tory that the country would liketo for get; like they
say “ dead men tell notales.” The Police and Army
were praised asthey tear gassed and gunned down
four young men in a house in Lavantille on Febru-
ary 23rd of 1973. Many of these fallen her oes have
left behind children who will never know their Fa-
thers. Eye-witness accountstell of the brothersbe-
ing killed while lying on the floor after being
gassed. Trinidad history demandsthat an explana-
tion be given! another eye-witness account tellsof a
wounded Nathaniégl Jack lying on a hospital
stretcher and left to die.

Today, 34 yearslater, not one of these brave
youths areremembered for their contribution to
the development of Trinidadian history. School
children ask, who? whenever their names are men-
tioned. There are many such storiesthat isyet to
betold, but these “dead men” havetalesto tell.
History demandsit. Ras Ravin-I
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REPARATIONSFOR BLACK NATION BUILDING By RASJAHAZIEL
Printed with permission from the author (c)

The present resurfacing of the call for BLACK REPARA-
TIONS must be seen like the miraculous survival of avictim
who has long been thrown off the ole pirate ship and |eft to
drown. The re-emergence of this victim from beneath the
waves of political and religious mis-education marks the
blossoming a new level of political maturity amongst the
Black peoples of the world today. Before the devel opment of
such political maturity, the people who were bred in bondage
had long forgotten what freedom is all about, and therefore
their vision of FREEDOM was confined to any new paint-job
on the old slave house. But who could blame them? The only
place where some of them had ever seen FREEDOM was on
paper, and the vast majority could not even read, so they had
little chance of even seeing it there. They had long grown
accustomed to being treated like dogs, and many had come
to believe the lie that Africa® poverty was aresult of some
form of intrinsic inferiority. They were encouraged to blame
themselves for their situation, and many preachers had ex-
plained "that was the way "GOD" made it to be”

In those times it was easy to pull aveil over the eyes of the
people, and many were led to believe that the gaining of po-
litical independence and having a new flag and not singing
"God save the Queen" anymore was the real attainment of
freedom. Having a Black Prime minister and a Black
government looked very much like the children of slaves
were now free at last. Just like they did on emancipation day,
there was dancing and singing when the new flag was raised.
In some quartersit was really believed that the provision of
MORE JOBS, the building of better roads, and the right to
sit at desegregated lunch counters would have meant an end
to the downward dlide of the carriage of protracted genocide.
Little did the "ex- slaves' know that after the excitement, the
"better roads’ would lead to nowhere. Aside from the wide-
spread political ignorance that governed the people, there was
also another factor that always made them cautious about
their demands. They were quite aware of the long history of
THE TERRORISTS and their capacity for becoming
BEASTS. Even an attempt at registering to vote could bring
down the lynching party, and if just a ssmple demand for

the right to cross the segregated line could be met with such
TERRORISM like the murder of little children, they well un-
derstood that the hour of history was not yet on their side.
RACIAL TERRORISM was so dreadful in itsrestraint of the
Black voice that only someone of privilege and high standing
in white society could dare go before the seats of power and
raise the call for BLACK REPARATIONS.

That iswhy it was actually awhite man by the name of Thad-
deus Stevens of Pennsylvania who in 1867 placed the issue of
REPARATIONS before the US fortieth congress in section 4 of
HR 29.Thaddeus Stevens, a white Republican, was not too
blind to recognize that Reparations was the only just policy af-
ter enslaving arace for so many centuries, but the conscience of
the slave holding nations was not susceptible to the bidding of
such noble ideals. Asthey are accustomed to do when their cli-
ents have lots of money, "LEGAL MINDS" used their

tricks successfully to keep the case out of the court house, so
that it was eventually confined to the rubbish heap of history
and the garbage bin of forgetfulness. Unfortunately, throughout
the history of The White World Order, the

majority opinion has never been of the Thaddeus Stevens sort,
and so, every effort has been made to delay the case for Black
Reparations until the day when the excuse can now be offered
that it has become an irrelevant issue because "TOO MUCH
TIME HAS ELAPSED AND THE INJUSTICE

HAPPENED TOO LONG AGO." But suppose the criminal ele-
ment of society learns from thislesson that CRIME can be
made to benefit one®offspring as long as one can keep

the case out of the court house long enough! If thislessonis
taken as an example of what can be achieved by delaying the
legal process, the criminal spirit is bound to be emboldened by
the surety of such de-facto exoneration. But this has serious
conseguences in terms of the NON-ETHIC that it establishes,
which is nothing less than "CRIME DOES INDEED PAY."
What a contradiction for a people who profess to be anti-
terrorists, a people who profess to be defenders of "freedom and
democracy” and "law and order," and upholders of "values."
The true principles of justice demand that aslong asit can be
shown that there are beneficiaries of the crime, there must be
compensation for the crime, and thisis not avery hard task. In
the "developed" Euro-American nations of today which were
founded on robbery and davery, every single advantage that is
enjoyed over those peoples who were dispossessed and en-
slaved, is an advantage gained from such history. Whether it be
the physical infrastructure of the nation, the advanced economic
level of the nation or the advanced social services of the nation,
they are all benefits which are enjoyed by the inhabitants of
such devel oped nations because of the labors of millions of
slaves and underpaid laborers FOR CENTURIES. Not only is
their present "first-world" status a benefit that is derived from
having slave labor in the formative stages of their economic
development, but such "first-world" economies have also bene-
fited from centuries of draining the natural resources of the
world® NON-WHITE peoples.

“Learning and profound knowledge nurture noble character and impart wisdom. The family unit
and educational establishments have great responsibilities in these endeavors for they are the
basis of national progress and prosperity”.

His Imperial Majesty speaks on “THE VALUE OF EDUCATION”
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REPARATIONSFOR BLACK NATION BUILDING By RASJAHAZIEL
Printed with permission from the author (c)

To put it in anut-shell, aslong as one is sheltered in the
house that daves built, one is benefiting from slave labor.
The only way to escape this truth isto minimize the contri-
bution of slave labor or to erase and distort history com-
pletely. Thisis the main reason why European history
books describe ROBBERS as discoverers, and the victim-
ized people as"savages', "cannibals' and "heathens." Such
historiography isin the same vein asa CRIMINAL trying
to cover up histracks. If such covering up of tracks had not
been done so successfully there would be no reason to have
to argue the case for BLACK REPARATIONS today.

Whether they know it or not, the anti-reparations activists
arereally arguing that CRIME DOES AND SHOULD IN-
DEED PAY. One only has to keep the case outside of the
courthouse long enough till everyone agrees that the date of
the crimeistoo far away.

REPAIRING MINDS

CHAPTER TWO:

Now that the time has finally come when the issue of
BLACK REPARATIONS can no longer be shunned, itis
also timeto look at the role of MIS-EDUCATION to see
how its widespread presence could make Reparations pay-
ments nothing more than a windfall bonus with very little
long term effect. It cannot be denied that M1S-
EDUCATION is one of the main legacies of slavery and
colonialism. Out of the crucible of racia terrorism and mis-
education, acertain mind-set was programmed in the
newly cloned creature called "THE NEGRO." This mind-
set was designed to benefit those that had enough money to
buy Black people and snuff out their identity in THE
SLAVE-BREAKING PROCESS. It isthis slavery-
inherited mind-set, scientifically known as ACUTE NE-
GRO PSYCHOSIS, that presently chains the vast majority
of "ex-daves' to the worship of A WHITE GOD-HEAD,
and it isvery rare to find an "ex-dave" who has miracu-
lously emerged from its influence.

The worship of the white god-head has become so normal
on the plantation that even those who do not hold on to
church and religion are still faithful to the white god-head
through their cherishing of the same value system, the
same standard of beauty, the same philosophy, and the
same ideology as the white slave owner. It would not be
overly inaccurate to say that roughly 99 percent of all
Black people today worship the white god-head, and this
isadirect result of having been BROKEN IN, subdued,
and DOMESTICATED by white slave owners.
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Even in the blackest stronghol ds where everybody in government
isblack and all the lawyers and judges are black, the god-head
that isworshiped is still WHITE. If you know a peoples@tandard
of beauty, their standard of values, their choice of philosophy, and
their choice of ideology, you can know what god they are praising
and worshiping. The Black man and black woman only have to
examine themselves on the basis of this criteria and they will
know what color god they are truly worshiping.

The Slave Owner®@ mind-set has always been focused on keeping
his slavesin their place of subservience under his control, so natu-
rally when daves share their owner® mentality they actually col-
laborate in their own oppression, and by their choices, show a
mis-educated preference for their state of TOTAL DEPEND-
ENCY.

When the light of Black selfhood and ROYALTY is snatched
from one generation, the next generation is left with mentors who
are bereft of the light. Three and four generations later, there
comes a generation who have neither mother, father or grandpar-
ent to whom they may look for light. Total darknessisthe out-
come. That isthe kind of darkness where even the Teacher and
the Preacher have completely lost touch with their own sacred
origins that house the wellspring of their true soul, and like self-
rewinding tape recorders, all that they can repeat isthat which
was given to them in the white man®house. The darkness can
become so thick that the people find themselves chained in all
sorts of emotional confusion, spiritual confusion and even sexual
confusion.

This conversation will be continued in the March issue of the
Freedom Fighter— It can also be read at Ras Jahaziel’ s website

www.rastafarivisions.com

“When the devil was telling the story, robbers, invaders, thieves, liars,
and enslavers, were cunningly portrayed as saviors, but now here comes
alittle booklet with amuch broader point of view on terrorism that is
very different to that of the ole slave master”.
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Trinidad and Tobago Rastafari United
GowersWell Rd
Fyzabad, Trinidad, West Indies.

E-Mail : trinidadrasta@yahoo.com

TTRU ldren Reasoning 2001. Photo By Ras Ravin-I

Trinidad & Tobago Rastafari United (TTRU)
Peace Corps & Work Study Trip.

The TTRU hasdeveloped an idea of a Rastafari Peace
Corpsand we areworking on the idea of a work/ study
program, we are also planning a trip to Trinidad in Au-
gust of 2005, so we areinviting Rastafari Idren and Sis-
tren who areinterested to govisit | n | website @ http://
www.aiyamar.com , and fill out the necessary form to be
considered for thetrip, regardless of how many people
areinterested, thetrip will go down to the Caribbean, we
own theland that housesthe TTRU, so thereisno feefor
room and board.

Further infor mation will be posted on | n | website

“Be it understood that while we Ethiopians are
justly proud of our national heritage, we do not
look backwards to find our national purpose
but forward to the full realization of Our na-
tional goals.”

H.I.M. Haile Selassie |, May 7, 1965.
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