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Until Bigotry, Prgudice And Malicious Inhuman Self—Interest Is Replaced By Under standing,
Tolerance and Goodwill, Until Then, There Will Be War H.l.M Haile Selassie 1st.
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FROM THE “ROARING 70'SBY FROM EDITORSLITTLE BOX IN THE CORNER OF

ZENO OBl CONSTANCE: THE ROOM
A new force was emer ging among the

Greetings and Blessed love from the editor’s bench. Thisis

grassroots of Trinidad and Tobago. the third publication of the FREEDOM FIGHTER. We are
From the poverty stricken hills of happy to say that it has been very well received by the global
L avantilleto the folk centered Rastafari family. Misgana. The paper has been reprinted and
.- distributed by different onesin places wherethereare no
communities of Cedros and computers. We urge one and oneto reprint, even if it’s only

Charlotteville camethe rhythms of one copy you can afford to print and pass along to a friend.

Reggae and therise of Rastafari. 2005 promisesto befilled with news and events coming

10\ YXe it (=Y olgoidal= ESFeTalo RSTS (= @SANV g To I | ciir ectly from Trinidad and Tobago, aswe train Idren and
Sistren and upgrade | n | communicationsin T n T.

The educational dept. of the TTRU has begun work in this
area (training).

MISGANA.

IN DIS ISSUE
Page3 ......cooviivinnnnn. HIM Speaks/ Ethiopian Women of Power
Paged.......................Kaiso ( calypso)
Page5.......ccovviiininnns Nottinghill Carnival / Neem Revolution
Page6 ..........cccceeeennn "Disis Bacchanal”
Page7 ......cooveininnnn. Caribbean Deportation
Page8 ........cccoeevvenn Story Time/ Yemanja— Bro. Lance
Page9 ..., Trinidad Boboshanti
Page10.................... Charlemont Reggae
Pagell..........ocovvnanene. Soullution Band / Trinidad Author
Page12-13 ............... “ TheBarbados Experience’

by RasIral Jabari
Pageld ..................... Michael Thelwell @ Montague, Ma. 2003

Thisissue of the“FREEDOM FIG " isLivicated to Two Very Special Idren in Trinidad — Ras Allan Joseph

& RasLincoln Noreiga— TTRU Founders.

Cover Art— Ras Ravin-|
Design and layout— Ras Ravin-I / Bro. Joel Heaton
Contributing Writers— Ras Iral Jabari / Ras Ravin-I / Professor Lance Seunarine/
Photographs— Bro. Joel Heaton / Stephen M endes Photo Gallery, Barbados/
H.I.M Photos— TTRU Rastafari Archives

Disclaimer : Please bear in mind that some of the stories in our newsletter DO NOT reflect the views and knowledge of the
TTRU news staff or it's members. Thank you to the writers whose pieces we reprinted from different internet and book sources,
we find some of these stories most interesting and worth acknowledgement and reasoning.
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RASTAFARI SPEAKS ETHIOPIAN WOMEN OF POWER
ETHIOPIAN WOMEN
POWER
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The Mighty Chalkdust

REAL NAME: HollisUrban Lester Liverpool

DATE OF BIRTH: March 5, 1941

PLACE OF BIRTH: Chaguaramas, Trinidad
EDUCATION: Nelson Street Boys RC School St. Mary's
College Government Training College University of the West
Indies (B.A.) University of Michigan, Michigan, USA (Ph.D.
in History and Ethnomusicology, 1993)

Chalkdust won six Calypso Crowns. 1976 - 1977 -
1981- 1989 - 1993 - 2004

In addition to being a calypsonian, Chalkdust isa
teacher, historian, and writer. In 1979, he published
his Education Diploma dissertation "Carnival in
Trinidad and Tobago: Its Implications for Education
in Secondary Schools." His other publications in-
clude: "Kaiso and Society" (1986); "Calypsonians
to Remember" (1987); and "Rituals of Power & Re-
bellion: The Carnival Tradition in Trinidad & To-
bago 1763-1962" (2001). Liverpool also served as
Director of Cultureinthe Trinidad & Tobago Gov-
ernment®Ministry of Culture. In the fall of 1999,
he spent 5 weeks in residence at the Center for
Black Music Research, Columbia College Chicago,
[llinois, USA. Liverpool has performed and lectured
extensively in the Caribbean, Europe, and North
America

AWARD:
1976 - Trinidad & Tobago Humming Bird Medal
Silver (for Contribution to Calypso)

“DE ROARING 70'S
By Bro. Valentino. 1986

Remember when Black people was denied
Theprivilegeto work in dem banks

Y ou forget who gave you this advantage
But to NJAC you should say thanks
Remember when white faces

Used to hold thetop positions

So let usgiveall thanksand praise
Tothe 70 revolution

Trini have a funny way of forgetting

Their history to them like it doh mean nothing
The history that went down herein the 1970’'s
Asdoh it never wastoday inthe 90's

But doh care how they try totarnish

These historic memories

| will always remember theroaring 70's

Tell them to teach the children
About this piece of history
21t of April

Theyear of our lord 1970

Remember Basil Davisand Guy Harewood and Bro Val-
entine

Beverly Jones, Brian Jeffersand the others

Whose liveswent down theline

| wonder if these people

Gavetheir livesfor a hopeless cause

And for their deathsall those responsible

Peoplethe verdict isyours

A lot of men lived fast and died young
In this most historic decade

When Randy B used to cometo town
With hisFlying Squad on parade

The emphasiswas on education

And when the young folks got too bright
The sameinstitution

Turn around and out they light

Tell them to teach the children
About this piece of history
21t of April

Theyear of our lord 1970

MO SISESS
IR E T O e
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NOTTINGHILL CARNIVAL

Spear heading the Neem Revolution.
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Neem in Indian culture has been ranked higher than

®al pavriksha©the mythological wish-fulfilling tree. In ®@harh-e-
Mufridat Al-Qanoon, neem has been named as Ghajar-e-

M ubarak©@he blessed tree©because of its highly beneficial
properties. Although scientific studies are wanting, neemisre-
puted to purify air and the environment of noxious elements. Its
shade not only cools but prevents the occurrence of many dis-
eases. During hot summer months in northern parts of the sub-
continent, the temperature under the neem treeis~10° C less
than the surrounding temperature; 10 air conditioners operated
together may not do the job as efficiently and economically asa
full grown neem. Restoration of the health of degraded soils and
ultimate use of such reclaimed wastelands lands through neem
is another example of its value to humans. About a decade ago,
some 50,000 neem trees were planted over 10 km2 on the
Plains of Arafat to provide shade for Muslim pilgrims during
hajj. The neem plantation has had a marked impact on the area®
microclimate, micro flora, micro fauna, sand soil properties,
and when full grown could provide shade to 2 million pilgrims
(Ahmed 1995). It isan ancient belief that neem growing inside
the house can keep the surrounding air clean of impurities and
thereby control environmental pollution. Also, hanging neem
twigs on the door of ahouseis said to offer protection against
pollution. Thetreeis not only beautiful to look at, providing
grandeur and serenity, but also serves as arefugiato many bene-
ficial organisms, bats, birds, honey bees, spiders, etc. Honey-
combs established on the neem tree are singularly free from the
galleria wax moth infestation. Many species of birds and fruit-
eating bats subsist on the sweet flesh of ripe fruits, while certain
rodents selectively feed on the kernel, confirming neem® safety
to warm-blooded animals. The litter of falling leavesimproves
soil fertility and the organic content. Presently, little is known
about the mycorrhizal associations between neem and bacterial
and fungal endophytes, but the tree seemsto be aliving micro-
cosm. The evergreen, perennial tree can survive up to from 200
to 300 years, if not cut down. Even a highly conservative esti-
mate of the @vironmental service@endered by the tree @ US $
10 per month, would give an astonishing value of US $ 24,000
to 36,000 in its life time. Other economic uses of neem and the
benefits derived, such as biomass production, timber, seed and
honey are more tangible and quantifiable.

Neem in Reforestation and Agro forestry. Neem isavery valu-
able forestry speciesin Indiaand Africaand is also becoming
popular in Tropical America, the middle east countries and in
Australia. Being a hardy, multipurposetree, it isideal for refor-
estation programs and for rehabilitating degraded, semiarid and
arid lands. in coastal Kenya. Large scale planting of neem has
been initiated in the Kwimba Afforestation Scheme in Tanzania.
In countries from Somalia to Mauritania, neem has been used
for halting the spread of the Sahara desert. neem cannot be
grown among agricultural crops dueto its aggressive nature.
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Yuh see me...... all yuh done know who ah talking bout....
now, coming from a particular region and going into ah differ-
ent one will have ah effect, like in India dey say "karma" law of
cause and effect.

One will be affected by de regional change, and so one's ex-
pressions adapts to de change, and having the benefit of
exposure tuh two different regions creates it's own little
separate sound and re-entered into de dominant stream of
regional expressions.

But tuh never have been in ah region and use expressions of
that region sounds kinda funny.

Ah eddating wey does worry meh is de story bout de immaculate
conception. Now, is either ah chupid or somebody tink ah doh have
ah brain, check it out.....al dese years dem have meh believing dat
baby does come wen man an ooman have sex, ah have meh own
baby, so ah know dat is true, now as ah boy wen dey sen meh tuh
Sunday school, de Sunday school teacher tell meh de story bout how
Jesus born.

Y uh know de Christmas story bout Joseph and Mary an de donkey in
de cow pen an all dat, well...disis what ah find funny, de Sunday
teacher school teacher say dat Joseph wasn’t de baby fadder. So if

Y uh know something.. | man really like de way peo- Joseph wasn't de baby fadder. How Mary get pregnant? Dat is some
pletalk, Ahlike de way how dey make demselves funny bizness ah tell yuh, | must be need ah bush bath, Joseph...poor
sound, itsfunny ...listen there is nowhere in this fella...have to raise ah next man child....According tuh de laws of
livity that says that one has to sound like ah nature...Joseph or some edda man had to screw Mary fuh she to get
Jamaican or ah West Indian to show dat yuh pregnant.....so somebody lying...ah know is not me. Ah eddatingis
know bout Rastafari... so tell meh why all yuh de story bout Cain and Abel. Now tell meh if ah chupid, Adam and
want tuh sound like all yuh from de Caribbean? eve was de only two people on the earth, an den Eve had two sons, so
Now explain meh dat !!. dat make three man and one ocoman, Cain kill Abel and den he went
As soon as all yuh stop combing all yuh hair, de to the land of the north and there he found his wife. Now, some peo-
word-sound change, is...wat ah gwan...is fi dis ple tell meh dat Eve had more children. Dey had ah daughter, if dat is
and fi dat....look here..... 0, den Cain take he sister to be he wife, an dat isincest. Dat is sure
some funny bizness dey ah tell yuh, and if dat istrue, den it ok fuh
as all yuh know, dere is many different verbal ah man to screw he modder or he sister, but we doh do that, cause it
expressions aroung the world, so why all yuh wrong. Den ah Seven Days Adventist tell meh dat God did ordain dat
want to use the verbal expressions of de Carib- to be so back in dem days, but den | start thinking, if de word of God
bean to express the "I" and not use the expres- is de same yesterday, today and forever, how come it was ok to do
sions all yuh are accustomed to?, it would be a dat back then and today it wrong? Like God going back on he
lot easier to communicate to one's environ- word......ah tell al yuh something fishy going on dey,......
ment in the learned language of dat environ-
ment. Anyway,...Leh meh hush meh mouth before somebody bust meh
head.

The TTRU in collaboration with the Gehrahoo Trace I mprovement Committee
will be hosting a“ small goal” soccer knock out tournament in 2005, gameswill be played
in the Fyzabad area,
so be on delook out, wewill be posting flyers and dates and all pertinent information soon......winners return
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Deportation to the Caribbean :

Deportation to the Caribbean in 2004 has
climbed to over 6.000, according to US immigra-
tion officials.

Deportation to almost every island include, Eng-
lish, Spanish, French and Dutch, this represents
only about 4 percent of atotal of more than
150.000 globally.

A large number of deportees have been convicted
of acrimein the United States and in the mix is
also some non-criminal elements.

The largest number of deportees going to the
Caribbean were returned to the Dominican Re-
public, with the second largest going to the al-
ready crime ridden island of Jamaica, Trinidad
and Tobago which is battling a kidnapping and
elevated crime situation, received over 250 con-
victed criminals.

Caribbean Leaders and Caribbean American Ad-
vocates have all agreed that the US dumping con-
victed criminalsis adding to the already rising
crimeratein the region.

This, however has been rebuffed by Dr. Roy
Austin, the US Ambassador to Trinidad & To-
bago, he stated recently “ Trinidadian criminals
deported from the US do not fit the picture of
hardened criminals who now commit most of the
serious crimesin Trinidad.”

Said Austin, “ Discussions of criminal deportees
contribution to increasing crime ratesin Trinidad
& Tobago abound; but rarely is there any con-
cern for the reliability of the sources that for the
foundation of statements”

A six month Associated Press investigation, re-
leased in November of 2003, found that deport-
ees are responsible for the crime waves over-
whelming police and security forcesin some
Countries across the region.-
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“LET’SII_’#ILI;EI:T OVER”
A Home In Africa

NOTICE TO
Members of Universal Negro
" Improvement Association

All members of the Universal Negro Improvement
Association who desire w go w Liberia, West Africa,
to settle to help in the industrial, commercial and cul-
tural development of the country, and who intend
sailing September, Octeber, December, 1924, or Janu.
ary, February, March, April or May, 1925, are re-
quested to zead in for anolication form o he Hlled
o,

= ok "
UNIVERSAL NEGRO IMPR OYEMENT ASSN, DEPT. E
56 Weat 135th Street

PIEw me CITY. UI- 5- ﬁn

GET UT, STANP UP, STANP UT FOR YOUR RIGHT
CET UP. STANP UP. PON'T GIVE UT THE FIGHT
GET WP, STANP UP. LIFE IS YOUR RIGHT
PON'T GIVE UP THE FIGHT
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YEMANJA

“YEMANJA” Taken from Professor Lance Seunarin€’s“ STORIESMEH MODDER TOLD MEH” ©

In the pantheon of African Gods, amongst the Y orubas of
Nigeria, there are the Orishas ( Orisas) saints, that Africans
during slavery, were able to maintain their spiritual contact
with their ancestors and their motherland. Y emanja was the
mother of all the Orisas and she was also known as the Or-
isha of the ocean.

Dem Africans were able to make boball on dem colonists,
meh ancestors fool dem fuh so. Just like deh fool dem with
Shango, saying he was St. John the Baptist; we people tell
dem British and dem Roman Chatolics dat Y emanja was de
patron saint named St. Anns. Dem thought we black peopleis
dotish and pagan. Dem didn’t know den, dat we kept we re-
ligion whole to overcome de brutality. Today, every year de
people who live by de sea make a pilgrimage to Y emanja.
Dey asked she for great abundance when dey go fishing an
dey ask her for help wid de other Orisas.

Ah remember one time meh friend named Sharon was pos-
sessed by Y emanja. She became ah horse, and began to
whine on de beach in de sand, moving she body like ah water
snake, while de drums continue to beat. She “sisters’ were al
carrying candles to light up de path for Y emanja. Sharon, as
far as ah know, is till ah “god daughter”.

Den dere was dis ooman, whose son drowned de day before
one of dem holidays. She bauled for so, and continued to baul
down de place de next day for dey no find she boy child—
she oldest to boot.

She asked Babaloafor help. Hetell she “tuh take ah shiny
new ten cents piece, not an old one, that you can put in de
sand, pressit dong wid yuh heel till it get shiny, and tuh take
some milk from yuh left breast and then throw de milk and de
money in de sea.” De ooman tot tot hanging dong by she
belly. She no care. She squeeze an squeeze she breast till she
get de milk. Boy, dis ooman go try any thing tuh get she son
body back from de ocean. All she thinking is dat she want to
light up he grave and make it pretty on All Saints Night. De
babaloatell she “tuh wait 24 hours and she go get she son
back.” De next day, Y emanja cough up she son oui, just like
jonah in de whale— and dat happen after dem say dey no go
find he body again. Dis coman nah listen to dem fools. She
still go dong by de sea every time and bring offering tuh

Y emanja.

Dey say, Y emanja no happy wid dem government people
who say dey want tuh make we ah developed country.

Dem people who take charge ah de government, dem poison-
ing de fish an stinking up de water wid all de oil,
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and dat make yuh look like de pitch lake wid al dat tar on yuh
body. We nah treating Y emanjaright, ah tell yuh.

All de other chemicalsin de water make de fish come out wid
one eye, de people worry dat dey nah go be able tuh feed dey
family, an dey family go starve. Dat’s why dey pray tuh Ye-
manja. Me modder tell meh Y emanja make de wind go
“whoosh, whoosh, whoosh” so de fisherman boats can go fast,
out dere in de ocean. Dey use de conch shell tuh call on she
when dey out dere and dey need ah wind tuh bring dem back
home. Ah hear Y emanja mad, mad fuh so. Meh Tanty V say dat
dem white people start dey foolishness again saying de Africans
nastying up de waters. Eh, eh oh geed, what happen tuh dem
highfulutin’ people. Dey doh know we “independent now” Dey
still think massaday here. Meh Tanty say, feel fuh spite tuh
call on Yemanjato bring ah storm tuh keep dem from burning
dey skin tuh look like we. We better look out, dey go think we
have tuh bow dong tuh dem soon. Meh modder cut in like 610
radio an say when Y emanja mad, she always call up ah hurri-
cane an blow of de roof tops an flatten the houses fuh sure. This
iswhat she go do tuh dem white people up dere in Gasparee.
Dey better watch out.

Elder [-Marts Martin
playing Bass Drum at
the 111th Earthlight lle-
bration of H.I.M. Haile
Selassie 1st, in Monta-
gue, Massachusetts.

4 Elder brought spirit to
1 the day’ s proceedings as
he did years earlier as
the Bass drum player for
Ras Michael and the
Sons of Negus, the leg-
S endary Jamaican Nay-

il abinghi Roots musical

group.

$ %
On the Web @ www.aiyamar.com
HAND CRAFTS AND MUCH MORE
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The Law & Order of the Boboshanti Salvation.

Boboshanti livity is of ancient times, thisis because we
Boboshanti come to show Christ that we believe in him
through the works of Moses. Some peoplein thisworld
would say how they can®live the life because it hard, but it
has nothing to do with how hard it is because we should all
know in the end our blessing would be most great & reward-
ing. How good and pleasant it would be to dwell in the most
secret places of The Most High together, forever.

The Boboshanti Tabernacle (Church) in Trinidad is located
in St.Joseph, Wharf Trace. Anyone is welcome to the Taber-
nacle once you are willing to abide by their rules and order.
Most of the laws concerning the Tabernacle are found in the
bible in the book of Leviticus. Also when you come to the
camp you can®wear white over black or have your hair in a
rubber band or anything like that. When one enters the camp
he or she must face East and say a pray out loud, all
Boboshanti pray towards the East a 6 am in the morning, 12
in the afternoon and at 6 again in the evening everyday. At
the tabernacle the praying starts 30mins earlier sinceit in-
cludes drumming and chanting, you cannot enter into the
tabernacle without removing all material things from your
pockets, like money, jewelry. On the camp food is prepared
everyday to feed those living on the camp and those visiting,
everything on the camp is free. The Sabbath is on Saturdays
but starts on Friday 6pm and ends on Saturday 6pm, the rea-
son it starts from Friday is because you have to prepare
yourself spiritually for it and also because we follow Ethio-
pian calendars which says the Sabbath is on Saturdays.
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During the Sabbath no work isto be done
or money to be spent. On afirst Sabbath all
Boboshanti fast from 12am Saturday till
6pm Saturday, the first Sabbath isthe first
Sabbath of each month. On a Sabbath we
dressin al white, from our turban to robe.
The turban and robe also comes from the
old testament, the Boboshanti order isan
order of Priesthood and thisis how it wasin
the old testament, the Priests wore turbans
and robes, most Boboshanti only wear the
robe or al white clothes on the Sabbath, if
someone was new and was learning about
the culture for him to earn his turban and
become part of the church, he/she would
have to show the Priests that he/she has
gained the respect and honor, the under-
standing, knowledge and wisdom of the
Boboshanti culture so that he/she would be
granted to wear the turban. Empresses don®
wear turbans though, they wear along scarf
over their locks to cover them from the
public. To become aPriest in the church
you have to prove to the High Priests that
you are dedicated to the church and are
willing to serve the church forever, if you
are not a Priest you are a Prophet, the dif-
ference isthat, the Priest carry out the du-
ties around the atar, and the prays at the
time, the Prophets are the ones who would
reason and talk with you, the Priest also
does this, you can become a Priest anytime
once you can dedicate yourself to the
church.

Celébrations : January 7th - Christmas Day
July 23rd - Haile Selassie Earth Day
November 25th - Coronation of King
Selassie (Dress in gold robe and turban)
August 1st - Emancipation Day

August 12th - Marcus Garvey Earth Day

el




A Baki/Bulloc

CABOOSE TO ZION RECORDING STUDIO 1-413-665-3899

For amusic that was born from the improvised
Caribbean nation of Jamaica, reggae has enjoyed
an enduring popularity, As proof of this, one only
has to look at the way the genre has been whole-
heartedly embraced, Reggae has always been ex-
tremely popular herein the Pioneer valley of
Western Massachusetts and bands like the
Equalities and Loose Caboose have enjoyed long
careers.

What started as a private party, blossomed

Into the Charlemont Reggae Festival.

WEE People Productions, the brainchild of
Matthew DiBenedetti of Mad Max Catering in
Charlemont and Ras Jahn Bullock, lead singer of
Loose Caboose, “We were just going to have a
party and invite Loose Caboose to play,” Mr.
DiBenedetti said. “ Then we thought it would be
fun to share that party with the general public and
have the first reggae music concert at the fair-
grounds,” he added. Mr. DiBenedetti, whose par-
ents own and operate the Plantation Restaurant in
Charlemont, said local officials have been very
cooperative, “People here have been very suppor-
tive of our efforts and local police have been co-
operative in helping with security for the event.
After a couple of years break the festival was
revived by Ras Abdul Baki & Ras Jahn Bullock
in 1998. “My ideafor this Reggae Fest is to make
it aWest County celebration,” said Baki, anative
of Bali who now resides in Charlemont. “We are
trying to make it afamily event so you can bring
the kids and just enjoy the whole day.”
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Ras Jahn Bullock

Ras Abdul Baki

PAST PERFORMERS

L oose Caboose - Abdul Baki & The New Roots— Soullution
Black Rebels— Journalist Bandoo— Reincar nation—
Kunduz
The Alchenistics— Gaia Roots -- The Equalites—

New Horizon— Zionheart Nayabinghi Theocracy— Preecha
Courtney Morris— Oligitz— New Lions— One L ove—
|- Rebel Soul— Ras M oon — Nyabinghi All Stars
Zion Initation— African Roots.

PANAMA RASTAFARI SUMMIT
IN MAY 2005
COLON, PANAMA
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TRINIDADIAN AUTHOR AND PLAYWRIGHT
Zeno Obiageli Constance

Greetings and Blessings,

L ook forward for our new CD The Seed OF Love,
release date and celebration is July 27th.

The group SoulL Lution cameinto being in 1995
when Ras David and lan | cametogether and sang
har monies on acoustic guitars. In the year 2000
SouL Lution released their First CD entitled

" Uplift With Sound” and gathered together musi-
ciansfor thelive band. The CD hasbeen very suc-
cessful, it snow played on radio stations around
theworld (thanksin part to Reggae Ambassador s
Worldwide) and is now available at online music
stores. Asfor the band, their live performances
have generated a positive vibe for thegroup in the
North Eastern U.S.

SouL L ution combinestheir solid Roots Reggae
foundation with Latin and Hip-Hop flavorsalong
with Meodic Vocal Har monies and I nnovative
Musicianship. Thissummer SoulL L ution isplan-
ning to embark on thelargest tour they have had, ||Zeno Obiageli Constanceisateacher, playwright,
including reggae festivals, opening for famous acts | | Pasketball official. He haswritten books on the
and by themselves performing the SoulL L ution Calypso— Poet and Prophet, a career biography of
experience. Please bein contact with us so we can Brother Valentino and Tassa, Chutney and Soca—

; . . 8 the East Indian contribution to
work together and " Uplift With Sound”. Calypso. He hasalso published in two volumes—

Sheer Genius— a collection of 14 of his plays. Con-
WWW.EARTHFORCEMUSIC.COM stance became awar e of the events of 1970 in the
mid seventies while a student at the Univer sity of
the West Indies, St. Augustine and a member of

/' # the Black Research and Cultural Committee, an
¥ - affiliate of the National Joint Action Committee.
Sincethen he has continued to impart his knowl-
edge of the period through his plays
Flight Through Fantasy (1983),
Dragon Slayer Dream (1990) and De Roaring 70's
(1994).
Heis secretary of the Secondary Schools Drama
Association and a teacher at the Fyzabad Compos-
ite School.

Zeno Obi Constance

-
o

1]

"Today, the women of theworld are not content only to live as housewives. In most countriesthey are striving har der
and harder for higher education so that they may participate in the civic duties of their community and nation. In time of
war, women like men, have served and some of them have fought side by side with the men. ...........H.I.M Haile Selassie
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The focus of our response to this sub-

ject will be with respect to the

resul ting psychol ogi cal and nental dam
age through which slavery and

col oni al i sm have affected our brothers

and sisters even unti
era.

The island of Barbados, which had never
changed hands fromthe British

col oni zers, becane a tropical |abora-
tory for the subtle brain-washing of
our Afrikan antecedents. In 1710,
Codrington College in the parish of

St. John, was established as the | eading
t heol ogi cal institution in the

Eastern Cari bbean. Its clergy allowed

t he teaching of reading and witing

to their slaves froman early stage of
its inception. This, coupled with

t he teaching of a Caucasi an i mage bei ng
portrayed in nobst statues and

pai ntings at their churches created a
sense of cultural contradiction as

wel |l as self-denial by In the early
18th century, there is reference to the
whi t e Bar badi an pl antati on owner,
WIlliamLynch (WIllie Lynch), who was
so successful in his strategies of di-
vi si veness anong his servants and
slaves in the parish of St.George that
he was invited by the planters of the
Carolinas in the United States of Aner-
ica to inplenent his devious schenes
there al so. our forefathers.

this present

Hi s infanobus speech of 1712 still rings in
our ears in which he instructed his fell ow

sl ave-owners to instill fear, envy and mis-
trust in their human chattel, He clained that
his nethod of division could be used by fam
ily nenbers or overseers and would be effec-
tive even after 300 years (2012). He
stated,'' Don't forget, you nust pitch the
old black vs. The young bl ack nales, and

the young bl ack nal e agai nst the ol d bl ack
mal e. You nust use the dark sl aves agai nst
the light skinned slaves. You nust use the
female vs the male and the nale vs the fe-
mal e. You nust have your servants and overse-
ers distrust all Blacks but it is necessary
that your slaves trust and depend on us. They
nmust | ove, respect and trust only us.' Even-
tually, in 1816, when Barbados experienced
one of its nost renowned sl ave rebellions,
many slaves of the plantations in the vicin-
ity of the Codrington Estate did not even
feel inclined to becone involved in the

upri sing even though the conditions and op-
portunities to press for enmancipation from

sl avery were favourable.Let us not forget
that at this period in European history,
British had becone convinced that, as
Granville Sharp and WIlliam W |1 berforce
agreed, the tine for the enanci pation of
sl aves had cone to fruition since they had
been christiani zed and hence qualified for
their freedom In the w der Caribbean
however, folk religions energed resulting in
retentions of ethno-cultural expression by
Afri kan descendants in the Diaspora thus

mai ntai ning a connection with our own dei-
ties. In Janaica, for exanple, the Rastafari
el ders have al ways contended the reason for
Jamai cans, who were of Afrikan descent,
evolving into what we now call the Rastafari
Movenent, was nmi nly because they had re-
jected the accepted theol ogies and religions
of the day that pronoted a nore Euro-centric
concept of Christianity. The black nan and
worman had suffered enough as far as respect
for thensel ves was concerned and how their
race had contributed to the devel opnent of
civilization worldw de. They had | ost their
identity and were nore confortable associat-
ing thenselves with western val ues.

t he

Conti nued on page 13..
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The crowni ng of an Ethi opi an nonarch, Em
peror Haile Selassie | on King David's

t hrone on Novenber 2nd 1930 therefore be-
gan a healing process in the m nds and
psyches of blacks in the Diaspora who
yearned for a realistic African God-head
to direct their spiritual energies to-

war ds.

Returni ng to Barbados, it nust be noted
that the island consisted of 212

di fferent denominations of the Christian
faith even just a few years ago. The case
of Trinidad and Surinam for exanple, was
not the same with the existence of diverse
religious _expression which certainly ex-
posed our Afrikan descendants to the

pl ethora of Oriental cultures and spiritu-
ality.

The result of all of this post-slavery
trauma has resulted in nmany Barbadi ans
having great difficulty in acknow edgi ng
their Afrikan heritage. These bl ack-

ski nned, predonm nantly well educated

Bar badi ans, as well as those who are cl as-
sified as working-class and grassroots,
still avoid discussing subjects associ ated
with race, Afrika, discrimnation, iden-
tity etc. They have nore confidence when
whi t e Barbadi ans are involved in their
busi ness ventures. They abhor working for
bl ack enployers. In the hotel industry,
they prefer if they did not have to serve
bl ack visitors. These are but a few of the
grimrealities of the effects of psycho-

| ogi cal and nmental devastation on our
brothers and sisters who have until this
day suffered the throes of the post-
slavery traumati c syndrone. Let's pray

t hat better

days are

com ng.

Peace and Love,

Ras Iral Jabari
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Professor Ekwueme Michael Thelwell.
Speaking on the Origins of Rastafari @ The
Western M assachusetts Rastafari Cultural
Committee’'s (W.M.R.C.C) July 23rd. 2003
Earthlight Ilebration of HisImperial M ajesty
Haile Selassie 1st. in Montague,

M assachusetts, U.S.A.

(Photo by Bro. Joel Heaton. ) © 2003.

Professor Ekwueme Michael Thelwell:

Has written numerous essays, stories and arti-
clesfor The Black Scholar, Negro Digest, Parti-
san Review, Village Voice, and other publica-
tions, heisthe author of the novel (The Harder
They Come, 1980); and a collection of essays
(Duties, Pleasures, and Conflicts, 1987).

He hasrecently completed the autobiogr aphy
of thelatecivil rightsleader Stokely Car mi-
chael (Kwame Ture) titled, “ Ready for Revolu-
tion.” the book traces Car michael’sjourney
from Trinidad to Africa, to student activist
with SNCC to the Black Panther Party.

Kwame Tourewasborn in Trinidad, W.I.
Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Toure) died in
Guineain 1998.
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